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SUMMARY 

THE EXCAVATION HERE reported took place, under the direction of the first-named writer, 
intermittently between 1964 and 1966. The finds and records of the excavation will be 
deposited in the County Museum, Truro. The site is a rectangular stone building of two 
phases of construction; the first phase having a doorway in the approximate centre of the 
S. wall, and the second phase involving the blocking of this door and the addition of an 
extension on the W. of slightly greater width than the original building, with a doorway 
in the middle of the W. wall. The site has for over a century been believed by antiquaries to 
be the chape! known to have existed in this vicinity, and the evidence of the excavation 
supports this identification. The pottery found indicated dates of between c. 1100 and c. 
1325, hut other evidence suggested that use of the building continued at least until c. 1500. 

THE SITE 
The site (Nat. Grid SW 43433825) is on the extreme edge of the cliff at Treen Cove, 
Zennor, on the N. coast of the Land's End peninsula, about 1 £ miles W. of Zennor 
Church and 300 yards SE. of the ramparts of the excavated Iron Age cliff castle of 
Gurnard's Head (Gordon, 1941). The cliff here is a sheer drop of over 150 feet, and above 

43 



it is a steep grassy slope rising to a height of about 300 ft. above sea-level, where the 
land gradually flattens out on to the coastal shelf. The site occupies a level platform 
constructed by cutting into the slope and throwing the spoil downwards; the greater 
part of the building stands on the made ground so formed. On the S. and W. of the 
site, the grass slope rises steeply above it, and the oval-shaped cutting is very well 
defined, the section showing the natural subsoil rising in steps from the S. wall of the 
building. To the W. an overgrown stone wall descends the slope towards the site, but, on 
reaching it, turns N. towards the cliff on what may be the line of an older wall enclosing 
the site on the N. side, making with the cutting an oval enclosure about 35 ft. wide 
containing the site. No indication of any actual wall was found on the S. side, the 
stones shown in section being apparently natural hill-tumble. The NE. corner of the 
building stands on the extreme edge of the cliff, in a position where building operations 
would now be impossible, but the cliffs in this vicinity are subject to constant erosion, 
and when built the chapel would probably have been several yards from the cliff edge. 
Before excavation the site was almost invisible beneath a thicket of blackthorn. 

On the cliff slope NW. of the site are a number of level areas with some resemblance 
to artificial habitation terraces; two of these were sectioned by Mr. A. Guthrie, but 
revealed no traces of habitation or structure, and are apparently of natural origin. 

There is a trickle of surface water just below the cliff edge 18 ft. from the SE. corner 
of the chapel, which probably fed the well referred to by several authorities; no trace of 
structure now remains, possibly as a result of cliff erosion, and there is no evidence or 
record that such ever existed, or that the 'well' was ever more than a natural spring. 

EARLIER REFERENCES TO THE SITE 
No references to this site or to any chapel in the vicinity have been found in any ecclesi-
astical records, and the earliest reference is in the Penheleg MS. of 1580 {Pool, 1959, 189), 
recording evidence given in 1565 concerning a wreck in 1531 'at Senar Clyffe by Innyall 
Chappell within Reskymer's Manor named Trethein' (Treen). 'Innyall' is Cornish 
ynyal, wild, desolate, and it seems that the name was applied primarily to Gurnard's 
Head itself rather than to the chapel. The next reference is in the unpublished portion 
of the History of Cornwall of William Hals (1655-1737) which, as first quoted in print 
(Gilbert, 1838, IV 164), reads:- 'In this parish (Zennor) are the ruins of an old free 
chapel called Chapel Jane, that is, the narrow chapel', but reference to the MS. (Hals, 
f. 200 v.) reveals a name which could be read either as 'Jelne' or 'Idne', suggesting that 
confusion arose between this site and the chapel at Sennen Cove mentioned (but not 
named) by Dr. William Borlase (Borlase Par. Mem. 18) and called 'Chapel Idne' by 
later writers. If one assumes that the name given by Hals is in fact 'Idne' and belongs 
to the Zennor site, it may be a corruption of the earlier name 'Innyall' recorded by 
Penheleg. At Lanyon in Madron the same word ynyal occurs in a name found in 1670 
(Rashleigh MSS., C.R.O., Truro) as 'Goone Agga Idniall' (Cornish gun aswy ynyal, 
down of the desolate gap), and in 1841 (Tithe Apportionment) as 'Nangidnall Croft ' , 
showing the same intrusive d as in 'Idne' which is characteristic of Late Cornish. The 
same change of this word is also found in the field name 'Begeledniall' (begel ynyal, 
desolate tump) at Keigwin in St. Just in 1686 (Henderson Pen. Top. 111). 

In the nineteenth century, the site was frequently visited and noted by antiquaries. 
The most informative of their records is that of H. A. Crozier, who lived at Penzance 
c. 1840-50, and whose archaeological notes later came into the possession of J. T. 
Blight. Crozier's note on this site (Penzance Misc. 44 no. 10) reads as follows: 'Remains 
of the foundations of the wall of the chapel, exterior measurements 28 ft. by 13 ft. The 
wall 2\ ft. thick. In the NW. angle the altar stone lies measuring 4 ft. 4 ins. by 2 ft. 4 ins. 
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Fig. 9 
Chapel Jane: sketch plan of setting 

The well is about 20 ft. distant under the edge of the cliff.' This is especially interesting 
as giving the position of the altar mensa in the same unusual position where the writers 
found it, although an apparently later account (Blight, 1858, 102) refers to it as being 
'preserved, evidently in its original position, at the E. end'. 

In 1865 the site was visited by Penzance Natural History & Antiquarian Society, 
who found (Penzance Rep. (1862-5), 43) 'the merest rudiments of walls . . all over-
grown with sward . . . within them an altar stone'. The well was 'nothing more than a 
resting place for the rivulet which, just E. of the chapel, trickles down the face of the 
cliff.' It was stated that 'within living memory the elder inhabitants of the parish were in 
the habit of making a feast at this place on some saint's day . . . in the latter part of the 
summer', but the saint's name was forgotten. The site was becoming overgrown and 
difficult to find, and indeed when the same Society next visited Gurnard's Head in 1883 
they could not find the chapel (Penzance Rep. (1883-4), 311). Ten years later it was 
stated (.Matthews, 1892, 38) that 'at the E. end is a large slab, said by some to be the 
altar stone, under which according to tradition certain drowned mariners lie buried', 
and that at the beginning of the century it was 'still the custom to make a pilgrimage to 
this spot on the parochial feast-day'. 
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In the present century the site attracted little attention, being concealed by vegetation 
from most visitors until excavation, although it was located by F. C. Hirst in his anti-
quarian survey of Zennor (MSS. at Wayside Museum, Zennor), and has been regularly 
marked on O.S. maps. It is still known by the name 'Chapel Jane', apparently mis-
copied by Davies Gilbert from Hals, and is therefore referred to as such in this report. 

THE EXCAVATION 
The interior of the building was totally excavated to below the lower floor level, but not 
cleared down the natural ground, as this would have involved removal of the made-up 
ground on which the greater part of the building stood (N.B.: the feature numbers in 
brackets, so—bench (8)—refer to the plan of the site, Fig. 10). The whole exterior of 
the S. wall was cleared, and cuttings were also made outside the other walls, but these 
were limited by the vicinity of the cliff edge and the need to impair the stability of the 
building as little as possible. 

The earliest layer revealed was represented by an area of charcoal first seen in section 
in the E. and SE. sides of a pit (3). This was fully cleared except on the E. side where 
excavation was stopped 1 ft. 6 ins. from the 'grave' (4, see below) so as not to interfere 
with the latter's outline. The charcoal was here thinning out and did not appear in the 
W. side of the grave. This charcoal layer was a maximum of 1 in. thick and rested directly 
on the old soil, which itself showed little sign of burning; outside the charcoal area the 
old turf line showed well on the old soil. These layers sloped towards the E. much more 
steeply than the occupation layers above, and were covered first by pink shilletty make-
up and above that by yellow clayey soil resembling natural, both shown as layer 7 and 
presumably obtained by digging away the hillside to the W. to level the platform. It is 
suggested that this charcoal layer represents a bonfire lit by the builders of the chapel 
on the then turf level before building operations commenced; no finds were made at this 
level. 

The original (first phase) building was apparently a plain rectangle with its long axis 
E.-W., internal measurements a double square of 8 by 16 f t ; near the E. end the N. wall 
deviates somewhat from rectangular form, probably owing to subsidence. It is con-
structed mainly of killas, the surface stone of the site, the blocks at the corners being 
largest and carefully cut. Some granite stones are used, but apparently without structural 
significance. The three surviving walls of this building average 2 ft. in width and are 
reasonably well preserved, rising to a maximum height of 3 ft. 8 ins. The S. wall is set 
directly on made ground without foundations, but off-set foundations were found 
where the E. and N. walls were examined, and outside the E. wall near the SE. corner 
was a large stone lying horizontally, presumably placed to improve the stability of the 
corner built on made ground. Two vertical breaks 4 ft. apart in the S. wall, best visible 
from the exterior, indicate the doorway of the first phase building, subsequently blocked. 
If one assumes the internal length of this building to have been 16 ft., the doorway would 
have been approximately central. Outside it two stones, one granite and one killas, are 
set as a door-step one course lower than the wall at either side. There is a recess in the 
centre of the inner face of the E. wall, about 3 ft. wide and 1 ft. deep, its bottom 9 ins. 
above the presumed floor level and extending upwards as far as the present height of 
the wall. The possible significance of the recess in relation to the altar is considered later. 
There is also an off-set course about 4 ins. wide along the inner side of this wall on the 
same level as the bottom of the recess. 

The lowest occupation layer found (presumably to be identified with the first phase 
of the building) is represented by a well-trodden surface of made-up or natural ground 
with some charcoal including one large patch. Sherds were found in the layer of about 
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2 ins. of fairly clean silt immediately above the floor (layer 4) and sealed by the second 
phase occupation layer; these sherds included Fig. 12 no. 16, and Fig. 13 no 2. 

To this first phase belong the altar mensa, the pit (3), and the shallow depression (2), 
the two latter of which first appeared in the surface of the made ground forming the 
first-phase floor. The 'grave' (4) is clearly of intermediate date between the first and 
second phases, since the upcast from it (layer 5) overlies the first-phase floor and is 
itself sealed by the later floor. 

The second phase of construction involved the total removal of the W. wall of the 
original building, the blocking of the S. door, and the construction of an extension at 
the W. end whereby the interior length of the building became 23 ft. The interior 
width of the extension averaged 9 ft., 1 ft. greater than that of the original building, but 
it shows signs of careless planning in that its walls are not parallel with those of the 
first phase; this deviation is especially marked on the N. side. At the junctions between 
the two phases the outer walls of the extension appear to overlap those of the original 
building by over 1 ft., and on the S. side this overlap is precariously based on 1 ft. of 
soil. The construction at the points of junction was not explored as this would have 
involved partial destruction of the building, and for this reason the exact position of the 
W. wall of the first phase building cannot be given. The walls of the extension show the 
same general mode of construction as the older walls, but are from 2 to 6 ins. wider and 
show greater use of granite and also the practice of using slates inserted horizontally 
to trig wall stones, which is not found in the first-phase building. The extension had 
substantial off-set foundations at the S. and W., and at the SW. corner it approaches 
to within 6 ins. of the slope of natural ground which marks the edge of the shelf levelled 
to receive the original building. A door approximately 3 ft. wide in the centre of the W. 
wall of the extension gave access to the enlarged building. On the N. side of this is a 
carefully squared block (10) of fine granite porphyry, 9 ins. high with a base 8 ins. 
square, trigged with slate and showing a stop-chamfer and traces of an iron door-
hanger. This is the base of one of the jambs, and two other chamfered stones of the same 
material found in the rubble nearby, the longer of them 2 ft. long, are probably also 
fragments of the jambs. The stones forming the base of the doorway are about 1 ft. 
6 ins. above the interior floor level and show no signs of regular wear; there must have 
been wooden steps covering these and leading down to the floor. Two stones with 
circular depressions were found in the rubble near this doorway and may have been 
door pivots. Other stones found in the same area included three fragments of a granite 
arch, the largest 2 ft. long, in section 10 by 10 ins. with a chamfer on one of the lower 
sides. These are of a coarse tourmaline-biotite granite very different from the jambs of 
the W. doorway, and in Dr. Radford's opinion are of late date, possibly post-Reform-
ation. Another interesting stone was a fragment of window mullion, apparently a very 
weathered greenstone, found in the topsoil outside the building near the SE. corner, 
and dated by Dr. Radford as c. 1500. This stone had a groove for glass on each side, 
showing that the building possessed a window of at least two lights, probably at the E. 
end. Owing to the destruction of the upper part of all the walls, no structural evidence 
of windows remained, and no window glass was found. 

A mortar floor (layer 3), sealing the silt (layer 4) above the lower floor, clearly 
belongs to the second phase of the building since it reaches into the extension beyond 
the presumed position of the former W. wall. It may have originally been more extensive 
since many fragments of mortar were found elsewhere; it had been re-mortared in 
several places and at one area towards the E. end had evidently been replaced or ex-
tensively patched with slates. It was almost certainly contemporary with a mortar 
rendering of the inner walls, since although in no place is there a physical join, near 
the SE. corner of the extension the gap between floor and wall mortar was only a few 
48 



5 c c f i o r \ 1 

5ccrion Z K.EY I. ftutoMc . Ston**. slate, mortar 
i. Mixed soil b slate 
3. Upper floor (mortar & state) 

Sondy «i lt sealed Dy J and oOovc lower floor 

5. Clay upca j f from "grave" 
6. Doubtful stratification near modern disturbance 
7. Mok^-up of yellow clay and pink *«hiller " 
8. Grave Ailing - brown sondy * i l t wi fh >tont ond < lo f c fragments 
0. Light brown sandy «oi l 

II. Humui topsoi I 
ZZ Rubble of slate with a l i t t le stone, 
li. Clayey soil 

24-. Heovily charcoal stained sandy <oil wi fh sherds 
15. Made up ground under second phase wall overlap 

1 . 
Fig. 11 

Sections: see Fig. 10 for locations of P-Q, R-S 

inches, and the outward curve of the bottom of the latter seemed to indicate con-
tinuity. Traces of mortar rendering were also found on the outer side of the S. wall. Over 
the mortar floor was a layer from 2 to 4 ins. thick of soil and slate fragments (layer 2), 
and above this the whole interior was filled with building rubble and slates (layer 1), 
the slates clearly resulting from collapse of the roof after disuse of the building. There 
were modern disturbances in the floor at each end of the building. At the W. end the 
greater part of the extension had been dug into deeply and the floor destroyed; the pit 
had been loosely filled back with stones and soil, the filling including pieces of clay pipe 
and glazed pottery, probably 18th or 19th century. At the E. end a smaller disturbance 
overlay the 'grave'; this was indicated by a pronounced dip in the rubble accumulation 
and proved by much charcoal with fragments of modern bottle-glass. 

It is uncertain to which phase of the building the drains on the S. side (6 and 7), the 
bench (8), and the posthole (1) belong, although drain 6, which passes through the 
wall, is more likely to be first phase, and the posthole, which first appeared on the level of 
the second phase floor, probably belongs to that phase. 

In the exterior of the building much hill-wash had settled in the angle between the S. 
wall and the slope of the cutting, and from the lowest levels upwards this contained 
slates and occupation material in patches, the former ranging from small fragments at 
the bottom to a considerable roof-fall (including complete slates) just below the recent 
humus. At a low level, between 2 and 3 ft. from the S. wall of the extension, there was a 
deposit (layer 24) of heavily charcoal stained soil containing sherds, including Fig. 12 
nos. 2, 4, 7, 9, 11, and Fig. 13, no. 13. There were also traces of occupation (including 
sherds) on the W. side, but none were found on the N. or E. Most of the pottery found 
came from the exterior, where many limpet shells and beach pebbles were also found. 

FURTHER NOTES ON FEATURES 
The Altar mensa. This is a fine slab of very coarse-grained granite, carefully trimmed, 
measuring 4 ft. 4 ins. wide by 2 ft. 8 ins. deep by 8 ins. thick. Its top bears no markings 
of any kind. The lower side is less carefully tooled than the top and has the front and 
sides, but not the back, chamfered. The two rear corners have been somewhat crudely 
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cut away and the rear width of the stone thereby reduced to 2 ft. 3 ins. When found it 
was neatly set in the N. part of the W. extension at a high level and partly overlying the 
modern disturbance. Clearly this was not its original position and presumably it came 
from the E. end of the chapel, although the evidence already quoted as to its position 
in the 19th century is conflicting. It is possible that the removal of the rear corners 
might have been to enable the mensa to be set in the recess 3 ft. wide in the E. wall; 
this theory is admittedly rather speculative, but it is clear that the back of the stone as 
mutilated would fit into the recess and that it would not have done so otherwise. The 
absence of consecration crosses on the mensa indicates that the chapel was not formally 
consecrated and that mass would have been celebrated with a small portable altar 
placed on top of the mensa, somewhat as at St. Madron's Well Chapel, where the 
mensa has a rectangular recess in its centre to receive such an altar. The mensa at Chapel 
Jane is considered by Dr. Radford to be either 12th or 13th century; for discussion of 
the dimensions and dating of this and other Cornish examples see Thomas, 1967, 108-9. 

The Grave (4). The term 'grave' is applied in this report (perhaps misleadingly) to a 
sub-rectangular pit 7 ft. long by about 2 ft. wide by 1 ft. deep, with sloping sides and 
rounded bottom, dug at the E. end of the building beneath the presumed original site 
of the altar. On the E. and S. sides the grave rises to the wall bases, but on the N. its 
edge is nearly 2 ft. from the N. wall and is marked by a large set stone 9 ins. thick which 
may be the bottom part of an altar support. The grave was filled with hard and compact 
brown sandy silt (layer 8) with some stones on the bottom and many slate fragments 
throughout, but no trace of burial was found, and its N.-S. alignment makes identifi-
cation as an actual grave doubtful, although a grave so aligned was found beneath the 
presumed site of an altar in the chapel on St. Helens, Scilly (O'Neil , 1964, 49). A 
passage (5), probably a drain, runs from the bottom of the grave under the E. wall to 
the exterior. It is cut in the made ground, measures 7 ins. wide and about 5 ins. deep, 
and was filled with dark sandy soil containing one sherd. A stone set in the plane of, but 
below, the inner wall face acts as a capstone. The stratigraphic evidence shows the grave to 
be intermediate in date between the two phases of occupation and has been considered. 
The Bench (8). Along the N. wall is a feature which is probably the lower part of a side 
bench or pew, such as was found also at St. Madron's Well Chapel and at the chapel 
recently excavated at Fenton-Ia.Troon, Camborne (Thomas, 1967, 80). It is 10 ft. 9 ins. 
long, 1 ft. 5 ins. wide and from 1 ft. to 1 ft. 6 ins. high above the floor. The central 
portion of the face of the bench is formed of stones set vertically, but at either end they 
are set horizontally and at the W. end there are three courses of stones so set. All the 
stones are of killas except one of granite at right angles to the wall, which forms the W. 
end of the bench and may be a late addition. Between these stones and the wall earth 
and small stones are packed; this filling was sectioned and found to rest on made ground 
and to contain no charcoal or mortar. No stones survived in situ from the top or seat of 
the bench. 
The Posthole (1). This is near the N. wall E. of the bench, and was first seen on the level 
of (not covered by) the slate patching of the mortar floor. The hole was surrounded by 
eight packing stones and was 8 ins. in diameter at core and 1 ft. deep. The top 2 ins. of 
the filling were mixed clayey soil with small stones and fragments of mortar and slate; 
below was sandy soil containing one nail and one piece of iron. This was the only post-
hole found and may be attributable to a screen dividing off the E. part of the chapel 
from the rest; a somewhat similarly placed hole was found at Troon (Thomas, 1967, 
77, 80). 
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The Pit (3). This was first seen as a patch of apparent paving on the surface of the made 
ground. It is sub-rectangular, measuring 3 ft. E.-W. by 1 ft. 9 ins. N.-S. by 1. ft. 6 ins. 
deep, and was filled with large stones packed loosely so as to leave many air spaces, and 
some sandy soil. The top stones of the filling were flattened out and worn smooth so as 
to resemble paving. The significance of the charcoal layer seen in section in the E. side 
of this pit has already been discussed. The purpose of the pit is not clear, but it may 
have been a sump to reduce floor dampness. 
The Depression (2). This is in the N. part of the floor near the bench, and first appeared 
in the surface of the lower floor. It is oval, of shallow bowl shape, measuring 1 ft. 9 ins. 
E.-W. by 1 ft. 5 ins. N.-S. by 6 ins. deep, and was filled with small stones and dark soil, 
with some charcoal on the bottom and sides which probably came from a patch on the 
floor nearby. 
The Drains (6,7). Two drains were found, in addition to the probable one leading E. out 
of the 'grave'. One (6) runs along the inside S. wall, turns to pass under it through a 
carefully built diagonal passage with side stones, and outside continues in a SE. direction 
towards the cliff. Inside the building it is a shallow channel cut in made ground; no 
capstones were found in situ, though several stones in the area could have been displaced 
capstones. Outside the capstones remained and the drain was 1 ft. 2 ins. deep, 1 ft. 4 ins. 
wide at the exit and broadening thereafter, U-shaped in section throughout and filled 
with medium dark shilletty silt containing no finds. The other drain (7), which also 
retained its capstones, started outside the S. wall and headed ESE. away from it, being 
traced for 8 ft. It may have led to and joined drain 6, but this was not investigated. At 
the W. it was shallow—11 ins. wide by 6 ins. deep with vertical sides, but further E. it 
became deeper and wider with a V-shaped section. The filling was of darkish soft soil 
containing fragments of slate and mortar and one sherd. Between drain 7 and the wall 
is a curved row of stones set vertically in the ground (9), almost certainly intended to 
divert flood water away from the wall. 

CONCLUSIONS 

We consider first the evidence for and against the identification of this building as a 
chapel, and then (assuming it to have been one) why it should have been sited in this 
place. 

The evidence supporting identification as a chapel is as follows: 
1. References from the 16th century onwards to a chapel in this vicinity, its identi-

fication for over a century with this building, and the absence of any other likely 
structures nearby. 

2. The orientation of the building. 
3. The existence of the presumed altar mensa. 
4. The reported vicinity of a well. 
5. The absence of hearths or similar indications of secular occupation.. 
To the contrary can be cited the absence of references to the site in ecclesiastical 

records, or indeed of any references earlier than the 16th century, and the domestic 
character of the pottery found. However, the existence throughout Cornwall of a large 
number of chapels not recorded in episcopal registers (preserved from 1257 only) is well 
attested (Adams, 1957, passim), and the greater part of the pottery was found outside 
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the building and only a small proportion from the inside floors. The evidence is not 
conclusive, but the writers accept it as establishing the site very probably as a 
chapel, an identification which has the unqualified support of Dr. Radford. 

Assuming the site to be a chapel, there is little direct evidence why one should have 
been built on this remote and exposed cliff. It is one of three sites of medieval Christian 
worship in Zennor, first mentioned as a parish c. 1150. An assertion (Blight, 1865, 98) 
that the Parish Church included Norman work was found to be incorrect when the 
building was restored in 1890, and nothing at present visible there is earlier than the 
early 13th century. About 600 yds. SW. of the church, adjoining the coast road, is a 
field on Kerrow called 'Park Chapel' in the Tithe Apportionment of 1839 and still 
known as 'Chapel Field' (Nat. Grid 452381). Remains of the chapel survived into the 
19th century, but there is now no trace; F. C. Hirst believed that this was an earlier site 
of the Parish Church, but quoted no evidence other than a confused oral tradition that 
'Zennor Churchtown ought to have been in Chapel Field' ( Hirst MSS., Wayside 
Museum, Zennor). 

Chapel Jane, the third site, produced no pottery or architectural features indicating a 
date prior to 1100, and any association with the pre-Conquest period or with the Patron-
ess of the Parish, St. Senara, would be purely inferential, although the existence of a 
well near a chapel is sometimes taken to indicate early date {Adams, 1957, 49) and it is 
possible that some earlier building could have been destroyed by cliff erosion. 

The position of the site is inconsistent with its having been either a chapel of ease or a 
domestic oratory; the nearest farmstead at Treen is 600 yds. away and seems not to 
have attained manorial status until the 16th century and never to have had a manor 
house. Chapel Jane could possibly have been a votive chapel commemorating an 
escape from shipwreck, but seems more likely to have been associated with fishermen. 
Treen Cove below the site, now almost inaccessible through erosion, is known to have 
supported a small pilchard seine fishery in the late 19th century, of which traces in-
cluding a ruined bulking house still remain, and there is evidence of fishing having 
been carried on in the parish in medieval times. The tithe of fish is specifically mentioned 
in the two medieval taxationes of Zennor vicarage (Peter, 1903, 13, quoting Exeter 
Episcopal Registers). In 1270 this tithe was assigned to the Rectors, Glasney College, 
possibly continuing an earlier arrangement since the parish had previously been appro-
priated c. 1150 to Tywardreath Priory, but in 1315 it was assigned to the Vicar. Also, the 
Haveners' Records of the Duchy of Cornwall from 1337 onwards refer to Porthsenar 
(for administrative purposes linked with Portheras in St. Just) among the fishing coves 
of Penwith (Campbell, 1962, 124). It is probable that medieval fishing at Zennor took 
place from Treen Cove, although the name 'Porthzennor' is now given by the O.S. to 
a cove over a mile to the E., since at Treen the protruding mass of Gurnard's Head 
gives some degree of protection from the prevailing W. wind, such as is not obtainable 
elsewhere on the exposed and rocky coastline of this parish. The writers are most in-
debted to Dr. C. A. Ralegh Radford for the suggestion that Chapel Jane was the 
spiritual centre of an association of Zennor fishermen (such as existed on a formal 
Gild basis at St. Ives where there were three chapels on or near the shore), where they 
could give thanks for safe return or good catches, hold an annual festal mass at the 
opening of the fishing season (whence the tradition of an annual procession to the site), 
and possibly other celebrations such as masses for those lost at sea. The quantity of 
12th and 13th century domestic pottery round in and near the site could be explained by 
the requirements of a visiting chaplain who would probably have had a lodging near 
the chapel for use when he attended to take the occasional masses; the absence of 
pottery later than the 13th century could be referable to the change introduced by the 
taxatio of 1315, whereby the Vicar of Zennor obtained the fish tithe previously taken 
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by the absentee Rectors and with it, presumably, the responsibility for conducting 
services at the fishermen's chapel, so that visiting chaplains would no longer have been 
required. 

As well as providing for the spiritual needs of the fishermen, the chapel probably 
contributed also to their physical safety by providing a light to guide them into the cove 
below, as at Chapel Angier in Lelant, Chapel Cam Brea in St. Just, and other places 
(Adams, 1957, 57; Pool, 1964, 29). A light on the summit or end of Gurnard's Head 
would have been more widely visible to seafarers, but one on the cliff at Chapel Jane 
would have been of greater use in the final and dangerous quarter-mile into Treen Cove. 
The western extension to the chapel has more substantial foundations than the original 
building, suggesting that it could have carried a small tower to display the light. If it is 
regarded simply as an extension, the problem arises why it should have been built 1 ft. 
wider that the original building, since one would expect an extension to be either the 
same width as the original or else significantly wider, whereas in fact the builders seem 
to have gone to much trouble to alter the width while gaining thereby only a negligible 
extra area. Possibly the walls were staggered in order to break the flow of wind round 
the chapel and so reduce the risk of damage to the roof. 

The following summary of the probable chronology of the site is submitted as having 
the approval of Dr. Radford, based on the pottery and architectural details. The original 
chapel was constructed c. 1150, and contained the mensa which is either 12th or 13th 
century. The western extension was built in the 14th century, the stopped chamfer of its 
door being of c. 1300 at the earliest or, in this remote district, more probably later in the 
century. The two-light window with glass-grooves represents a final reconstruction of the 
chapel, 15th century at the earliest and probably c. 1500. The arch-stones may be part 
of this reconstruction, but are late and could be post-Reformation, suggesting secular 
re-use of the chapel, to which could also be attributable the removal and mutilation of 
the mensa. 

Professor Charles Thomas, has, however, pointed out that it is quite possible that a 
pre-Conquest phase may be present. His view is that the comparatively small size 
(about 8 ft. by 16 ft.) and internal double-square (2:1) proportions of the first-phase 
chapel are consistent, seen against his analysis of ground plans of a number of ad-
mittedly early chapels in Cornwall (Thomas, 1968b, 11-14, with diagram), with an origin 
considerably before the 12th century. The south doorway, the unmortared masonry, 
and the remote position, he feels, are all aspects which support this view, and suggest to 
him that Chapel Jane may have started as a hermitage, or conceivably a well chapel, like 
that at Fenton-Ia, Camborne, which also stands in the remains of an oval enclosure. 
The absence of any pottery prior to the early 12th century is not an objection to this 
earlier dating, since a number of pre-Conquest chapels have failed to produced directly-
associated pottery and there is no real reason why such finds need always be expected. 
Practically nothing is known of the patron saint, Senara, except that she is usually 
assumed to have been female; and on the analogy of other west Cornish patronal 
figures (e.g., Uny, Madron, or Meriasek) it might be expected that some site other than 
Zennor parish church could have been ascribed to her. 
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