Henry Crozier and the Discovery of Chysauster
P . A . S . POOL
The purpose of this note is to describe the role of Henry Acheson Crozier (c. 1801 —1875)
in the recording of antiquities in West Penwith, and especially in the discovery of Chysauster
and other courtyard house sites.
Little is known of Crozier's life. He qualified as a surgeon in 1833 and practised in
Penzance from c. 1840 until 1855, when he went to Exeter. He died in London on 9 July
1875, aged 74 (Boase and Courtney, 1874, 99; 1882, 1142). Nothing is recorded of his
family, but it is probable that he was the son of Capt. Acheson Crozier of the Royal Marines,
whose daughter Nicholina married Capt. James Pascoe of the Royal Cornwall Light Infantry,
son of James Pascoe (1747-1827) a solicitor of Penzance. Capt. Pascoe died in 1822, and
his widow Nicholina in 1852 aged 59; she was thus about eight years older than her putative
brother Henry (Boase, 1890, 656).
As an antiquary Henry Acheson Crozier was a loner and a non-publisher. He was not a
member of the Penzance Natural History and Antiquarian Society (founded in 1839), and
published nothing except notes on Madron well and Cape Cornwall chapel (Crozier, 1855,
1856).
It appears that Crozier explored the whole of West Penwith, and adjoining parishes to the
east as far afield as Illogan and Crowan, noting and measuring prehistoric and later sites and
jotting down details on odd scraps of paper, often in execrable handwriting, sometimes with
rough sketches or plans. Frequently in West Penwith he found hitherto unknown 'elliptical
enclosures', often with complex series of interior compartments, which he correctly
identified as prehistoric habitations.
When he left Cornwall in 1855, Crozier entrusted his notes to John Thomas Blight
(1835-1911), the son of a Penzance schoolmaster. Blight made good use of this material,
but what should have been his brilliant archaeological career was ended in 1871 by the
tragedy of his incurable insanity (Michell, 1977, 62). His papers, including Crozier's, passed
to his father, Robert Blight, who in 1879 gave them to William Copeland Borlase
(1848-1899), who recorded the gift as follows:In June 1879 Mr Blight senior of Penzance placed in my hands a considerable
number of drawings, extracts and scraps belonging to, and for the most part
the work of, his son Mr J.T. Blight. I have assorted and arranged them in the
best manner I could, in the pages of this book, which had already been prepared
by Mr J.T. Blight for the reception of scraps. In the earlier pages will also be
found some rough pen and ink sketches of cromlechs, long-stones etc. by Mr
H.A. Crozier formerly of Penzance, a gentleman who seems to have been
indefatigable in searching after and chronicling the whereabouts of the
antiquities of West Cornwall. A few more of his drawings, together with his
manuscript notes, mostly written on the backs of used envelopes, are preserved
in another volume in my Library, entitled 'Miscellaneous Drawings, Extracts
and Prints'.
In 1887, following Copeland Borlase's bankruptcy, his library was sold and dispersed.
The book containing the note above is now in the Library of the Society of Antiquaries of
London, and the other book mentioned in it is in the Penzance Library, Morrab Gardens.
The latter library also possesses three volumes of sketches by Blight of ecclesiastical
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antiquities, two of which also contain notes by Crozier on crosses and chapels; his material
is thus to be found in four volumes, mainly containing Blight's work, one in London and
three in Penzance.
Earlier antiquaries in West Penwith had concentrated on fortifications and megaliths,
being little concerned with habitation sites. The only courtyard house site published in the
18th century was that at Bodinar in Sancreed, which was planned by Thomas Tonkin (c.
1700) and published by Dr William Borlase (1754, 194, 273), who regarded the 'crellas' (a
courtyard house) and the fogou as separate sites, and the former as a place of assembly with
the small circle (round room) reserved for those of higher rank. Dr Borlase also knew of the
courtyard house sites at Mulfra in Madron and Carne in Morvah, and accepted them as
habitations, but noted them only in an unpublished manuscript (PM 5, 12). Interest in
prehistoric habitations, and discovery of courtyard house sites, seems to have commenced
c. 1840, with the activities of members of Penzance Natural History and Antiquarian Society
(especially Richard Edmonds, 1801-1886) and the independent observations of Henry
Crozier.
Chysauster was known to Crozier by 1847 at the latest, for Blight states (1858b, 133) that
the site was pointed out to Crozier by George Dennis John of Penzance, who died in that
year (and whose first wife Catherine Pascoe was the sister of Capt. James Pascoe who
married Nicholina Crozier). Crozier prepared a plan of Chysauster, which has not survived,
in 1849, and his note on the site, printed below, was probably made in that year. In 1854
or 1855 he showed the site to Blight, and in the latter year, on leaving Cornwall, he gave
to Blight his material on Chysauster and other sites (Blight, 1858b, 133; 1861b, 39). In
January 1856 Blight lectured on the site to the Penzance Institute, for the first time bringing

CHYSAUSTER
AFTER J.T BLIGHT 1861
(House numbers from
modern plans)

r

BARROWS
100 ft

Fig 1

100

it to the attention of other antiquaries of the district, and in 1857 it was visited by Richard
Edmonds, who entered the fogou and compared its construction with that at Chapel Euny
(Edmonds, 1857, 1861).
In 1858 Blight published short accounts of Chysauster in two rather surprising contexts,
a school magazine and his book on the crosses of East Cornwall (1858a; 1858b, 133—4).
In December 1860 he lectured on the site to the Archaeological Institute in London (1861a),
and in the following year the same society published his full account of it (1861b). This
included a plan of the village (Fig 1), probably based on that prepared by Crazier, and plans
of houses 4 and 6 (house numbers as on modern plans such as Hencken, 1933, and Reynolds,
1960). In the same year Blight included a short account of Chysauster in his guide to the
district (1861c, 207-10).
In August 1862, on the invitation of the Royal Institution of Cornwall, the Cambrian
Archaeological Association met at Truro, this being the first visit to Cornwall by an outside
archaeological body. This visit prompted two important publications, Edmonds' book on
West Penwith, which included an account of Chysauster and a plan of house 6 supplied by
Blight (Edmonds, 1862, 4 9 - 5 1 ) , and Blight's own gazetteer of the antiquities of Penwith
and Kerrier, which included a better version of this plan (Blight, 1862, 35). The Cambrians
devoted two days to exploration of the antiquities of West Penwith under Blight's guidance;
Chysauster was among the sites visited, and in 1864 Blight published an account of this tour,
including a description of the site and a plan of house 6 (1864a, 307—310; 1865a, 134-6).
In 1873 William Copeland Borlase excavated house 6 at Chysauster, and published his
findings in the same year (Borlase, 1873, 3 3 6 - 9 ) . Thus before his death in 1875 Henry
Crazier saw his discovery widely known and recognised as a site of importance. Sadly,
Crazier also lived to see the tragic end of the career, which he had so generously encouraged,
of John Blight.
Crazier's note on Chysauster consists mainly of an account of house 6; it is cross-written
in his most terrible hand, and in the transcript which follows some words have been omitted
as illegible:
At Chysoyster and the neighbouring farm of Carnequidden in Gulval are the
remains of a very remarkable British town or village with its adjoining
enclosures. It covers a large space of ground and lies on the slope of the hill
facing the south west and about a mile from Castle an Dinas. There are the
remains of ten elliptical buildings lying near together, more or less ruined from
the materials being used for fences and carried off for other building purposes,
beside some large enclosures. Two of them are more perfect than any buildings
of a similar kind in the district. Of four of them the outer walls 10 feet thick
and in some parts even at present as many high. The single entrance 15 feet
on the outside, narrowing to 8 feet within, being carried through the whole
thickness of the outer and inner walls with their included chambers 24 feet. The
inner wall is 6 feet thick and carried from the inner entrance two thirds round
the interior of the building, and between it and the outer wall are included four
compartments, three of them measuring respectively 17 feet in length and the
other 30 feet, 13, 11, 11 and 16 wide. All these had entrances from the inner
or central space which had granite jambs on each side. On the south in some
buildings another which is (illegible) (in some examples divided into two) is
formed by a wall carried round from the inner entrance on the left hand, carried
round to meet that on the north-east to south-west on right hand side. This as
it now is measures 38 feet long and in this particular building does not appear
101

to have been subdivided. This also was taken from the central space, which
central space is 35 feet in its length. Descending a parapet wall 6 feet thick was
carried nearly round on the north or most easily accessible side from the
(illegible) of the ground. The apartments were probably closed and the central
space used as a corral for cattle. The different buildings were connected by
corridors fenced walls and raised banks in the enclosure (illegible). Connected
with them a voe or sepulchral chamber (illegible).
(MDEP 45 No. 1).
Crozier's note ends with a mention of the fogou, which soon became a subject of
confusion. In 1857 Edmonds entered it, and reported that it had originally been about 50 feet
long but that much of it had been removed, leaving only the higher or northern end
undisturbed (1857; 1861; 1862, 51). Blight reported first (1858b, 134) an underground
passage about 20 feet long; later (1861b, 42) that there was a 'vau' or subterraneous gallery
about 180 feet long in the position marked on his plan, and that Crozier had told him that
he formerly saw about 20 feet of it entire, but that it had been totally demolished nine or ten
years previously, and its position was marked only by a long drain filled with stones. Later
still (1864a, 308) Blight concluded that there were two fogous on the site: one of considerable
length, utterly demolished, its site marked by a long trench and heaps of stones; the other,
about 100 yards distant, partially destroyed but sufficiently perfect to show the mode of
construction. Copeland Borlase reported (1873, 336) one fogou only, 'the remains of an
underground structure 200 yards SW (sic: SE) of the principal group'.
It is suggested that the structure reported to Blight by Crozier, entered by Edmonds, and
mentioned by Copeland Borlase, the smaller of the two supposed fogous reported by Blight
in 1864, was the undoubted fogou of which a fragment remains about 135 yards SE of house
7, in the position where Blight (1861b, 42) reported barrows, probably sepulchral; and that
the longer structure reported by Blight in 1864, that marked on his plan in 1861, which he
considered to be a totally demolished fogou, was actually a sunken way leading to the village,
as reported by Hencken (1933, 238). Nobody ever claimed to have entered this supposed
fogou, or to have seen any part of it prior to its destruction, and the reported length of 180
feet seems impossibly great for a fogou.
Crozier's other notes show that he was the likely or possible discoverer of several
courtyard house sites in addition to Chysauster. At Porthmeor in Zennor he noted (SA) 'eight
or nine elliptical remains of a large aboriginal village', and a plan and sketch of the site by
Blight occur in the same manuscript. Porthmeor was thus known to Crozier and Blight, and
its supposed discovery in 1928 by F.C. Hirst must be reckoned a rediscovery. At
Bosporthennis in the same parish Crozier noted (SA) 'some remains of circular buildings and
old walls in the croft', but he apparently missed the 'bee-hive hut'. This structure was visited
by the Cambrians in 1862 under the guidance of Blight, who stated that it had lately been
shown to him by Thomas Cornish of Penzance (1862, 33; 1864a, 311). One of the Cambrians
described the hut in their journal (Barnwell, 1863), with Blight's illustrations, and Edmonds
(1863) pointed out the similarity in plan between it and the fogou at Chapel Euny, a point
emphasised many years later by Hirst (1934).
In Madron parish, the site at Boswarva was noted (MDEP 43 no. 6) by Crozier, with
sketch plans of two houses, and he almost certainly discovered it. It was mentioned by Blight
(1858b, 134), but then apparently lost sight of until rediscovered in 1933 by Admiral C.E.
Hardy (Hirst, MSS). The site at Bosullow was described (46 no. 13) by Crozier, who may
have discovered it. A small excavation was carried out there in 1849 (Millett, 1849), and
Blight published (1862, 35; 1864a, 441) a plan of one of the houses. There is an undated
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and unsigned plan of this site in the Red Folio for Cornwall of the Society of Antiquaries,
possibly by Copeland Borlase, who excavated there (Borlase, 1873, 339). The site at Mulfra
was known to Dr William Borlase (PM, 5); Crozier described it (42 no. 7), and as he is
unlikely to have seen Dr Borlase's manuscripts, he probably discovered it independently.
Crozier also described (43 no. 6) the Round at Trewern in the same parish, and may have
discovered it; the site was first published by Edmonds (1848) following discovery of some
ancient millstones there in 1845. Edmonds states (1848 , 249) that the site was called the
Cryglas, but this is actually the name of a field about 600 yards NW of the Round, which
contains a courtyard house not noted by Crozier. There is apparent confusion between these
sites both by Edmonds (see also 1862, 39, 48) and Halliwell (1861, 103-6).
In Gulval parish the site at Crankan was described (43 no. 15) by Crozier and then
apparently lost sight of until rediscovered many years later (Henderson, 1922, II 59; Nance,
1923, 153), only to be missed by Hirst. The nearby site at Boscreeg was also noted (42 no.
10) by Crozier, but by nobody else, and has since been destroyed; for both these sites see
Pool and Russell, 1960, 146.
In Sancreed parish, Crozier evidently discovered the site at Botrea, his rough plan (45 no.
10) of the single courtyard house there being clearly identifiable, but his naming it as
'Caerwhidden in Trannack Down above Botrea' reveals some confusion between this site,
which is indeed above Botrea, and the round at Chygwidden, called by Dr Borlase
Kaergwiden, which is about % mile to the east, near Trannack. In the same parish, Crozier
noted (43 no. 3) the site at Brane (Chapel Euny), with 'in the centre of the northern enclosure
the entrance to a fogo'. He was not its discoverer; it had been noted by Buller (1842, 82),
and Crozier's note was written on a circular dated 1849. In 1857, after Crozier's departure
from Cornwall, the site was examined by Edmonds (1857, 1861), and in 1863 William
Copeland Borlase at the age of fifteen began his archaeological career there with excavation
of the fogou (Borlase 1863; 1868; 1873, 333—4). Similarly, Crozier was not the discoverer
of the site at Bodinar, which had been known to Tonkin (c. 1700) and to Dr Borlase (1754,
194, 273). Crozier's account (43 no. 3) shows that the structures planned by Tonkin had been
much damaged, and the fogou had been 'destroyed a short time ago for the stone'. One of
the houses was excavated by Copeland Borlase in 1872 (Borlase, 1873, 327—9), and the site
has since been totally destroyed (Pool, 1961).
Crozier noted (SA) the site at Boscaswell in St Just, 'in an elliptical enclosure with high
walls . . . a fogo on the NW side', but was evidently not its discoverer. The site was
mentioned by Buller (1842, 81), and first described by Blight (1864b).
Finally, Crozier described (43 no. 11) the Round at Castallack in Paul, and was regarded
by Blight (1865b) as its discoverer. In 1866 Blight discovered a fogou about 300 - 4 0 0 yards
distant from this Round (Blight, 1867).
Crozier's contribution to the archaeology of West Penwith was not limited to courtyard
house sites; his notes on sites of other periods and categories contain much valuable material.
Yet his most important contribution was the discovery and description of Chysauster and
other courtyard house sites, leading to recognition first by Blight (1868, 11) and then by
Copeland Borlase (1873, 3 2 6 - 7 , 347) that there existed in West Penwith, and there alone,
habitation sites containing buildings vastly different from the hut circles found throughout
Cornwall. By 1873 Copeland Borlase had established that 'in the western district we have
a distinct class of structure altogether', had investigated several of them, and ensured that
they would be a major subject for future research, culminating in the fieldwork of F.C. Hirst
in and around Zennor in the period from 1925 to 1938, the excavations of Chysauster
(Hencken, 1933) and Porthmeor (Hirst, 1937a), and Hirst's national publication of the
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courtyard house sites (Hirst, 1937b). In terminology, Crozier's 'elliptical enclosures' were
soon superseded by Copeland Borlase's 'hut clusters', and eventually by Hirst's 'courtyard
houses', which term continues in use.
Blight always gave due credit to Crozier as the discoverer of Chysaustsr, but Crozier's
failure to publish left him a figure of almost total obscurity. In truth, the name of Henry
Acheson Crozier merits an honoured place, with those of Richard Edmonds, John Blight, and
William Copeland Borlase, among the 19th century antiquaries whose labours went far
towards making West Penwith one of the best archaeologically recorded areas of Britain.
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