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T H E ANCIENT CROSSES AND
CROSS-SITES OF ZENNOR
By the late L T . - C O L . F . C. H I R S T .

(Edited by P. A . S. POOL).

W

E are indebted to Mrs. C. P. Hyslop and to the West Cornwall
Field Club for permitting publication here of this self-contained
part of Col. Hirst's unpublished antiquarian survey of Zennor.
The original MS. is preserved at the Wayside Museum, Zennor, and the
paper was read to the R . I . C . in 1933, but only a short summary was
published (J.R.I.C., 1933-4, p. 153); a note also appeared in O.C. I I ,
no. 5, p. 22. The abridgement which follows omits nothing of importance
from the original, and I have added some footnotes, references and
factual matter bringing it up to date, also a separate postscript commenting on some of Hirst's theories and reporting a new discovery.
I have checked upon the survival of all the sockets and other objects
mentioned by Hirst.
P.A.S.P.
Part One—CROSSES.
Five crosses are now known in the parish, but none of them
stands in its original site, nor can such site be proved in any instance,
although reasoned arguments can be put forward.
A. (Langdon, Zennor No. 1, O.C.C., p. 105; Mills, no. 280).
This wheel-cross with shortened shaft, bearing a Latin cross in relief on
each side of the head, now stands in the churchyard on the south side of
the path to the church porch. It was in front of the vicarage when seen
by Laqgdon, who states that it was found in a hedge of the vicarage
garden in 1890 by the then vicar, Rev. S. H . Farwell Roe. However, it
may not belong to Zennor at all, for the late Prof. J . Westlake states that
Roe found it in a hedge at Trevega in Towednack (Trans. P Z . N . H . &
A.S. 1892-3, p. 30; also M S . book in possession of Mr. A. W. Andrews,
Tregerthen). When he left Zennor Roe took this cross with him and set
it up at St. Pihnock, whence it was recovered in 1956 by the present
Vicar of Zennor, Rev. G . L . Clowes.
B. (Langdon, Zennor No. 2, O.C.C., p. 135; Mills, no. 341;
Blight, "Ancient Crosses of West Cornwall", p. 6) and C (Langdon,
Zennor No. 3, O.C.C., p. 146; Mills, no. 342). These are both in the
churchyard, on the grave of a former vicar, Rev. W. Borlase (d. 1888).
They are wheel-crosses of identical type, having on the front a figure of
Christ with arms raised and on the back an equal-limbed cross with
widely expanded arms. B (at the west end of the grave) has no shaft,
and C (at the east end) a shortened shaft and damaged head. Langdon
states that B was found in a hedge near Tregerthen, and C in the stone
floor of Bridge Cottage (now the Wayside Museum—M on map) c. 1850;
both were put by Rev. Borlase in the vicarage garden and later placed on
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the grave. However, Westlake reverses this statement, stating that B
came from "the floor of a cottage in Trewey" and C from Tregerthen,
and one cannot now decide who is right. The possible original sites of
these crosses are considered later.
D . This is now in the garden of the Wayside Museum; it is the
head and shaft of a wheel-cross which has been either mutilated or left
incomplete, with no identifiable carvings on either face. It was found in
1932 in the wall of a small garden in O.S. 497 on Wicca (P on map),
and presented to the Museum by the late Mr. S. Nankervis; its possible
original site is considered later.
E . This forms a lintel above the door of a cottage behind the
Tinner's Arms, and was found in 1934 after being long concealed
beneath ivy. It is a rectangular granite slab measuring 4' x T 3" ; on the
only visible face is a Latin cross in relief extending the full width and
length of the slab, having arms 3" wide and 3" square bosses in its angles;
no other instance is known of square bosses on a Cornish cross.1
Nothing is known of the origin of this cross.
Part two—CROSS ALIGNMENTS AND S I T E S .

The antiquarian survey of Zennor has revealed the sites or probable sites of 11 wayside crosses along old footpath alignments. Of these
9 are on the St. Ives footpath, which crosses the parish from Rosemergy
in Morvah on the west to Trevega in Towednack and beyond to St. Ives
on the east; it probably also extended further west across Morvah towards
Pendeen. West of Poniou in Zennor it is now largely disused or absorbed
in modern roads; to the east it forms one of the best walks in West
Penwith. We shall see that this alignment is of great antiquity; it may
indeed even be prehistoric (see D . & C. N . & Q., July 1934, p. 105).
The cross sites have been located either by field-names (from the 1839
Tithe Apportionment) or by discovery of sockets. There was a marked
tendency to choose sites on property boundaries for these crosses, also
an apparent effort to space them as evenly as boundaries permitted.
The sites are now considered from west to east (see map).
1.

BOSIGRAN.

I n the north-west corner of O.S. 1027 there is a square crosssocket cut in a boulder which has been moved from its original site and
pushed aside to the field wall. Its original site is unknown, but the
boulder is so heavy that it cannot have been moved far. Its present
position is near a boundary between two tenements of Bosigran recorded
in 1839, a few yards south of the path near the farm. This is the only
square socket (other than the doubtful example at Tremeader) found in
Zennor; the others are all oblong. Some 600 yards north-west of this
socket, O.S. 872 is called "Little Croft an Crous"; it is a very small field
near the cliff and far from any known path or boundary (Q on map).
It would be unsafe to regard this as an ancient cross-site merely on the
evidence of the name, which may have suffered mutilation.2
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2.

TREEN.

O.S. 808, on the north side of the road which has here absorbed
the path, is called "Cross Close". The cross probably stood on a
boundary at the south-east corner of the field.3 Tradition states that
it was uprooted when the road was made in the early 19th century,
and eventually stolen after lying for many years on the hedge.
3.

BOSWEDNACK.

O.S. 787 is called "Butter Craws". 4 This name is difficult to
explain satisfactorily, but as the field lies on the south side of the road
(again absorbing the path) where it crosses a boundary, and as it is
equidistant between sites 2 and 4, it is a probable cross-site. The name
could be a mutilation of "Butts of the Cross", referring to an archery
ground; there are traditions of an annual fair in the vicinity. However,
the word "craws" may merely refer to huts.
4.

CARNELLOE.

O.S. 1115 is called "Park Grouse". The cross probably stood
either in the north-east corner of the field on a boundary, or else, where
the path from Carnelloe joins the main path.
5.

TREWEY.

There is a rather poor socket in situ in a rock near the south-west
corner of O.S. 444; 443 adjoining was in 1839 called "Park Grouse".
This socket lies off the existing path alignment—an important matter
dealt with under site 6. The cross which once occupied it may be that
found in the museum floor 370 yards away, now on the Borlase grave.
6.

CHURCHTOWN.

There is a socket in a rock in situ in the southern corner of O.S.
364, a few feet from the boundary between glebe and private property.
Sockets 5 and 6 indicate that the original path alignment, marked by
crosses, passed 150 yards north of the present church, and is therefore
presumably older than the church site. Even without this evidence,
the changes in alignment where the present path turns away south to
Trewey and the church would be strong evidence in favour of this
proposition. It is remarkable that only one field (O.S. 1202 near Poniou)
on the whole path alignment was called "Churchway" in 1839, and that
even it had an alternative name ("Torn Coth") which, being Cornish,
is presumably older. The path probably did not become a churchway
until a relatively late time. 5
7.

TREMEADER.

O.S. 258 and 259, adjoining the boundary with Tregerthen, were
in 1839 called "Cross Close". The cross probably stood in a narrow strip
of waste land between two stiles where the path crosses the boundary.
In the eastern stile are some worked stones suggestive of ecclesiastical
origin; the best of them is a granite slab measuring 6' 6" x 16" x 16", with
a pronounced inverted " V " section all round; other worked stones are in
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the next stile to the east, and in the wall of an out-house touching the
path at Tregerthen. Four small monoliths stand in marshy undergrowth
south of the presumed cross-site, and others have been removed; they
resemble early grave-stones. This suggests that the site was of some
special importance, the cross probably being raised on a base of worked
stones to mark an adjoining burial-ground. The cross which stood here
was probably that found at Tregerthen, now on the Borlase grave. I n
1932 a stone with a square hollow was found 300 yards west of the
presumed site, when digging a hole for a telegraph-pole by the lane from
the road to Tremeader, close to the path ( T on map). It can still be seen
on the hedge of O.S. 307 near the pole, and may possibly be a cross
socket.6
8.

WICCA.

There is a socket in situ in the fairway of the path in O.S. 559
("Cross Close"). The site is not associated with a known boundary.
9.

TREVEAL.

This site is not on the main path alignment, but a disused tributary path from Wicca to Treveal. There is a group of "Grouse" fields
astride the boundary of Boscobben and Treveal, and the cross probably
stood where the path crosses this boundary between O.S. 4 8 1 ("Grouse")
and 106 ("Lower Grouse"). This site is only 250 yards from the place
where cross D was found, and this is probably the cross that once stood
there.
The two cross-sites next considered stood on another path, which
ran from Bosporthennis through Gear and Chykembro at least to O.S.
1 1 1 9 ("Park Chapel") on Kerrow ( U on map). Remains of an ancient
chapel were seen there in 1 8 1 4 (Lysons, "Magna Britannia", vol. I l l ,
p. 3 2 9 ) but have now been totally destroyed. Tradition states that it was
surrounded by a grave-yard, and old people used to say, "Zennor
Churchtown ought to have been in Chapel Field"; probably this was
the site of public worship in Zennor before the building of the present
church. The path may have extended beyond this site to the present
churchtown, along the line of the modern road, passing the Museum and
providing an alternative explanation for the cross found there. The two
cross-sites on this path are about 1300 yards apart, but, judging from the
spacing on the St. Ives path, there may have been other crosses on this
alignment.
10.

UPPER TREEN.

I n 1839 O.S. 940 and 9 4 1 were called "The Grose", a name very
suggestive of a cross. The path from Bosporthennis now reaches the
Penzance-Gurnard's Head road over the next field to the south, but a
deep lane running along the south-east side of O.S. 940 may represent
an earlier alignment. I f the cross stood where this lane meets the road,
it would have been on a boundary.
11.

KERROW.

There is a socket in situ at the south end of O.S. 1234. This was
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undoubtedly on or very near the original footpath alignment, which has
however here been disused from some unknown time.
Finally, there are two sites associated not with footpaths but with
the parish boundary. Zennor is bounded on the north by the sea, on the
west by Morvah, on the south by Gulval and a detached portion of
Madron, and on the east by Towednack. Henderson has published an
account of these bounds written in 1613 (O.C. I , No. 7, p. 13), showing
that they were marked by two crosses. As these sites are beyond the area
shown on the map, National Grid References are given.
12.

FOUR PARISHES.

The quadri-junction of Zennor, Morvah, Madron and Gulval
was called in 1613 "Meane Crouse", i.e., cross stone.7 The position is
now marked by a large boulder on which a very small cross, hardly
worthy of the name, has been roughly cut. It is known as the "Four
Parishes Rock". (National Grid 430354).
13.

BISHOP'S HEAD AND FOOT.

The tri-junction of Zennor, Gulval and Towednack was in 1613
called "Meane Crouse an Especk", i.e., cross stone of the bishop. The
site is now marked by a flat granite slab in a cart-track, and known as the
"Bishop's Head and Foot". It is said in Towednack that the cross from
here was broken up by a Zennor farmer. (National Grid 464363).
POSTSCRIPT by P . A . S . P .

The above shows to what extent careful field-work can reveal the
distribution of crosses in a parish where not one remains in situ. I n
commenting on some of Col. Hirst's theories I would first say that he
knew Zennor with such intimacy that any statement by him about it
must be treated with the utmost respect and dissented from at peril.
He states that there was "a marked tendency to choose sites on
property boundaries" for the wayside crosses on the St. Ives footpath.
Admittedly the sites often coincide with the boundaries of 1839, but in
view of the much greater antiquity of the crosses it seems more likely
that the boundaries were purposely related to existing cross-sites, not
vice-versa. He next states that there was a tendency to space these
crosses as evenly as property boundaries permitted. This is rather
puzzling, since it is hardly borne out by the approximate distances
between the sites. Sites 1—2, 1027 yards; 2—3, 843 yards; 3—4, 880
yards; 4—5, 385 yards; 5—6, 423 yards; 6—7, 1173 yards; 7—8, 624
yards; 8—9, 698 yards direct, 785 yards on path via Wicca. Some
coincidences in spacing are shown, but it is difficult to envolve a coherent
theory, at least without postulating a large number of undiscovered sites.
Perhaps the most interesting fact discovered by Hirst is the
probable earlier alignment of the St. Ives path north of the church,
revealed by sockets 5 and 6. The position hereabouts has since been
complicated by the discovery (by Miss Susan Nankervis of Treveglos
Farm) of a small socket in situ in O.S. 414, shown on the map as 14.
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This site is neither the present nor (presumed) ancient paths; it is however on a direct line between socket 5 and the church. Further discussion of these alignments would be unduly speculative. The site is
only 117 yards from the Museum, and provides a third possible explanation of the cross found there.
I must express doubt as to the Bosporthennis-Chapel Field path.
The existing path from Bosporthennis to site 10 would, if prolonged,
pass nowhere near Chapel Field (see map); Hirst postulates a sharp
change of alignment at site 10 and a route past socket 11 to Chapel Field,
parallel to and only j mile from the St. Ives path for a considerable
distance. There is no evidence of such a path beyond site 10 either on
the Tithe Map or at the present day. I would tentatively suggest that
the path from Bosporthennis originally joined the main path at or near
site 3, and has been superseded beyond site 10 by the road from Penzance.
Socket 11 could be referable to a former continuation northward of the
track down Pennance valley, joining the main path at or near site 4.
With reference to site 13, the slab now marking it is manifestly
modern, showing drill-marks; the tradition of its laying, presumably to
replace the cross that formerly marked this important bound-junction,
is still preserved in the vicinity. The names "Meane Crouse an Especk"
and "Bishop's Head and Foot" probably refer to the cross having been
placed to mark the bounds of the episcopal manor of Lanisley, which
included most if not all of Gulval Parish. As the Domesday "Landicla"
it belonged to the Bishops of Exeter in 1086, and was still held of them
in 1329 (Inq. P.M. Ralph de Beaupre).
In conclusion, reference should be made to one more probable
cross-site in Zennor. T i n bound surveys made by Charles Moody in
1782 ( R . I . C . , Truro) and 1788 (Penzance Geological Museum) show that
there was a bound called "Huel Cross" high up on Trewey Downs,
adjoining the road from Penzance and the boundary between Trewey
and Kerrow. (National Grid 458372).
1
2

3
4
5

6
7

FOOTNOTES.
A newly-discovered cross at Treliggan in Lanivet has a square central boss
(information, Major R. D . Baird).
I n the Zennor copy of the Tithe Apportionment (used by Hirst) the name
could be either "Crous" or "Crons"; the Truro copy reads "Cous"
or "Cons". There is a possible parallel to this isolated position in O.S. 222
near Churchtown cliff (V on map), where a depression in a boulder may
be a socket, but is very doubtful.
This is a boundary between two Treen tenements. The boundary between
Treen and Portbmeor is at the west end of this field.
This name is not in the Tithe Apportionment. Hirst presumably obtained
it from oral tradition.
The name "Churchway" occurs once near Bosporthennis on the other path,
and once on a disused path hear the church. Hirst also records it at two
other fields near Poniou on the main path (O.S. 1114 and 1142), but these
are not in the Tithe Apportionment.
The stone itself seems too small for this to be very likely.
I n 1696, "Mene Croose" (Lanhydrock Atlas).

