
T H E L A N Y O N S OF L A N Y O N , MADRON 
A N I N C I D E N T I N T H E F A M I L Y H I S T O R Y 

IN the fourteenth century there dwelt in the Manor House of Trega-
minion a family bearing that name. T h i s house was some four miles 
from Lanyon Manor. Joyce Tregaminion and his wife Joan had 

three children, Richard, the only son and heir, and two daughters named 
Sibyl and Isabel. T h e latter married John Robyn als. L u k y , said to be 
a "bond tenant to the Princess of Wales" and this act—"the marital 
subordination of a free woman to an unfree husband"—resulted in later 
years in the loss to the family of much of their estates. But that is 
another story. 

Sibyl married a John de L y n y e n of Lanyon Manor, and either 
at the end of the year 1344 or beginning of 1345 she visited her old home. 
As the word " late" is used in speaking of her mother, Joan, she might 
have just died. When returning to Lanyon Manor, and for some reason 
we are not given, Sibyl took "some goods and jewels" of her mother's 
and "carried" them away to her home. I t may be that Sibyl 's husband, 
John, knew nothing of bis wife's wrong conduct until she was charged 
with this felony—by whom we are not told—but, whether ignorantly 
or knowingly, be was bound by both love and chivalry to give her his 
protection and the shelter of his home (though the law deemed him an 
"accessory to a felony") and to face the penalty of his lands becoming 
forfeit, and he himself outlawed, should the Courts' verdict go against 
him. 

As anticipated, John de Lynyen 's indictment followed; his offence, 
the "receiving" of his wife, S ibyl . Against this charge John appealed 
to a higher court, and then left Cornwall to join the E a r l of Lancaster's 
army in France, in a very disturbed state of mind we may be sure, little 
knowing that the good fortune waiting him in his new venture was to 
give him the opportunity of wiping out this undeserved stain on his 
honour and good name. 

We may be certain that all ranks ) '. e E a r l of Lancaster's army 
would try to emulate their beloved warrior brave deeds and chivalrous 
conduct. A Patent Roll of 24 Edward I I I , which explicitly records John's 
domestic tragedy, does not disclose what he did i n the Ear l ' s presence 
nor the nature of his "good service in Gascony" ; sufficient for us to 
know that on the army's return to England the E a r l of Lancaster, at 
Westminster on June 3rd 1350, himself gave personal testimony to this 
good service, which witness obtained the Royal Pardon for our Cornish-
man and enables him to return, a free man, to his own country. W e can 
only wish we could have been present on John's arrival home and seen 
the astonishment and joy of wife and friends when he showed them the 
deed that confirmed the wonderful story he had to tell them. 
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T h e Madron Lanyon Coat of Arms, placed in the College of 
Arms by the King 's Herald in 1531, pictures an old tradition relating 
to the above-mentioned hero, John de L y n y e n . 

These notes are abstracted from a paper in the Nance collection 
at the Royal Institution of Cornwall , sent to him in 1929 by Janie 
V . Mitchell . 

W I T C H C R A F T A T P E N Z A N C E 
AT the Morrab Library , Penzance, is preserved a small pamphlet, 

probably unique, containing extraordinary details of an alleged 
case of witchcraft in that town. T h e pamphlet was printed in 

London by George Croom in 1686, and is bound up with a print of 
Matthew Hopkins of Manningtree, Essex, "the celebrated witch-finder", 
and some 18th Century M S . notes on witchcraft outside Cornwall . 
I t bears the armorial bookplate of James Comcrford and was acquired 
by W . C . Borlase, M . P . , i n 1882. 

T h e title page reads " A true account of a strange and wonderful 
relation of one John Tonken, of Pcnsans i n Cornwall , said to be 
bewitched by some women, two of which on suspicion are committed 
to prison. He vomitting up several pins, pieces of walnut-shels, an ear 
of rye, with a straw to it half a yard long and rushes of the same length, 
which are kept to be shown at the next Assizes for the said County" . 

T h e ful l text is as fo l lows:— 
" V e r y strange are the delusions of Satan, to get the souls and bodies 

of men into his possession; he leaving no ways or means unattempted, 
to accomplish his ends: How dreadful then is it for such who give up 
themselves voluntarily to do his druggery, and sell their souls to eternal 
punishment, for a little momentary pleasure, or to fulfi l their own lusts 
here, and such may all those truly be said to be, who are guilty of 
witchcraft, which detestable sin, God himself abominates, and hath 
expressed in Holy Wri t , T h o u shalt not suffer a witch or wizard to live 
in the land. Of which number, these two women committed as aforesaid, 
are supposed to be; as the ensuing discourse wi l l make out. 

" One John Tonken, of Pensans, near the Mount in Cornwall , 
about 15 or 16 years of age, was in A p r i l last strangely taken w ith sudden 
fits; and on the 4th May 1686 as he lay in bed, there appeared to him a 
woman in a blue jerkin and red petticoat, with yellow and green patches, 
and told him, that he would not be well before he had brought up 
nutshells, pins and nails; which the boy afterwards related to several 
people that were at his chamber, though none did see or hear the 
apparition, but himself: soon after the lad was taken with fits of striving, 
or yoaking, insomuch, that two men could scarce hold him, and after 
several fits, he brought up three pins, and half a walnut-shell and in few-
days after, he brought up three walnut-shells, and several pins, some 
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