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THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF ALEXANDER DANIEL OF 
ALVERTON (1599-1668) 

by P. A. S. Pool, M.A., F.S.A. (Presidential Address) 

Few sources are as valuable to historians as autobiographies, especially 
those written without thought of publication. Seventeenth century autobio
graphies often need much editing, as they tend to contain lengthy reflections 
on the state of the writer's soul, as well as on more mundane matters such 
as that of his digestion. One such autobiography of a Cornishman, that of 
Sir Richard Carew of Antony (1580-1645), son of the author of the Survey 
of Cornwall, has been published;1 my task is to describe another, that of 
Alexander Daniel (1599-1668), a lesser landowner and occasional merchant, 
who was descended from a Truro family but who spent much of his life 
at Penzance, where he owned the once-dominant manor of Alverton. 

The manuscript of the autobiography has for many years been owned 
by the Bodilly family of Penzance, and I am deeply grateful to Sir Jocelyn 
Bodilly for lending it to me. The volume also contains copies of some of 
Alexander Daniel's letters, and a large quantity of his religious verse. 
Another volume, formerly also owned by the Bodilly family, contained the 
financial accounts of Alexander and his father, more of his letters and 
verse, and a section of 'chronological observations' adding many details to 
the autobiography. Extracts from these two MSS made a century ago by 
G. B . Millett are in the County Record Office2 and in the Morrab Library 
at Penzance. There is a third volume in the Bodleian Library containing 
copies of legal and estate records.3 The autobiography starts with the 
marriage of Alexander Daniel's parents in 1598 and ends in 1661, seven 
years before his death; it was obviously written up from time to time over 
many years, and has some characteristics of a diary; it is supplemented, 
as well as by the chronological observations, by a long list, extending to 
1667, of: 

Certaine wonderfull preservations, memorable mercies, gracious protections, and 
altogether undeserved favours, of Almightie God shewed toward me, and of 
His meere love bestowed upon me, in my short and troublesome pilgrimage, 
here in this wilderness of sin, and miserie. 

Alexander Daniel was of mixed parentage, half Cornish and half Dutch, 
and was born on 12 December 1599 at Middleburg on the Dutch island 
of Walcheren, where his father, Richard Daniel, was an important and 
prosperous merchant. Richard had been born in 1561, youngest of the 
ten children of Alexander Daniel, a Truro merchant. This Alexander left 
landed property to his five eldest sons, but bound the two youngest as 
apprentices, Jenkin in Truro and Richard, in 1579, to a London draper. 
In 1584 Richard went on his first voyage, to Embden in East Freezeland, 
and two years later on his second, to Zealand. In 1587 he became a Freeman 
of the Company of Drapers and of the City of London. In 1590 he went 
to live in the house of Reignold Copcot, a merchant adventurer of Middle
burg, and on 18 February 1598 he married Copcot's widow, Jaquelina. She 
was the daughter of John Van Hoegarden, a merchant "slayne in the 
Spanish furie in his owne house at Antwerp", and his wife Marie Van 
Meagen, of an ancient family of Brabant. Jaquelina had one daughter, 
Marie, of her first marriage, to Copcot, and one son, Alexander, of her 

1 A Cornish Chronicle, ed. F . E . Halliday (1967). 
2 Enys MSS 2469. 
3 Rawlinson MSS C.789. 
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second, to Richard Daniel. On 21 November 1601, when her son was less 
than two years old, she died of a burning fever, aged about 33, shortly 
after the birth of a dead child. 

Soon after thus losing his mother, the baby Alexander Daniel suffered 
a rather absurd accident typical of many which were to beset him in later 
life: 

I was left in the house only with a servant maid, she unadvisedly sett an ugly 
vizard on her face, and called unto me to looke up, wherewith I beholding that 
deformed sight, cryed out and grew so affrighted that I fell sick with the feare, 
and so continued nere half a yeer like to die, yet the Lord preserved me, and 
restored me to health. 

Perhaps as a result of this mishap, Richard Daniel sent his son Alexander 
and his stepdaughter Marie Copcot to live at Antwerp with their grand
mother, and the children remained there until on 9 November 1608 Richard 
himself took a second wife, a young woman from Dordrecht called Margaret 
Van Geneghen. Unhappily, Alexander never got on well with his step
mother, and years later he lamented that the match was "fatall and unhappy 
unto mee". 

In 1609 Richard took Alexander and Marie to England for the first 
time, the party narrowly escaping shipwreck on the Kent coast; the occasion 
of the visit was the marriage of Marie, aged about 13, to George Whitmore, 
a London merchant about 20 years her senior and a business partner of 
Richard's.4 On his return to Middleburg Alexander "fell into a Zealands 
ague", and his father sent him to Cornwall to live with his uncle, Jenkin 
Daniel, at Truro, where he went to school. He was also sent for medical 
treatment to the famous Parson of St. Ewe, Hugh Atwell, who cured him 
with his customary milk diet, whereas a strong kinsman called John Daniel 
refused this physick and died. In 1614 Richard Daniel left Middleburg 
after 28 years residence and came home to Truro, having been 

honoured by the States of Zealand at his departure with a standing cup or bowl, 
double gilt, with a cover, on the top whereof are engraven the Arms of Midle-
borough. 

Alexander rejoined his father's household until 1617, when he went for two 
years to Lincoln College, Oxford, where his tutor was Paul Hood, later 
Rector of the College. Little is recorded of his time there, but one aspect 
of it caused difficulty with his father: 

I spent while I was at Oxford £130, which I received of my Brother Whitmore 
as my severall occasions requyred, according to my father's will, yet on my 
returne he seemed to be somewhat displeased at the largenesse of my expense; 
yet in regard he sent mee unprovided of all things, as bedding, apparell and 
linen, which 1 was enforced to furnish my selfe of at London, I could not help 
it. 

In 1620 Richard Daniel revisited Holland to settle the affairs of his 
wife's late mother, taking with him both Alexander and Richard, his son 
by his second marriage, born in 1613.5 They stayed for eight months and 
Alexander, as well as visiting his grandmother at Antwerp, had two very 
disagreeable adventures. First at Dordrecht he got stabbed by his step
mother's brother-in-law, after differences at cards; mercifully he was little 
harmed, and his assailant soon afterwards died of plague. Then he recorded 
another narrow escape: 

4 DNB L X I 142 wrongly states that Whitmore's wife was daughter to Richard Daniel. 
5 This Richard Daniel, Alexander's half-brother, died at Bandon Bridge in Ireland 

in 1660, and must be distinguished from Alexander's eldest son Richard. 
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1 being att the Universitie of Leyden, and out too late in the tavern with some 
students, about midnight we went toward our lodgings, and coming against the 
Stathuise [town hall] where the stoepies [soldiers] kept their night watch, some 
of our company threw stones att the town house door, whereat the stoepies 
rouzing up their fellows, came together with their weapons and halberds follow
ing after us. The students acquainted with the by waies of the towne ran 
every one his way, leaving me a stranger and unacquainted to shift for my 
selfe, who wandering a while not knowing whither the stoepies espied mee, 
fell upon me, and one with a halberd struke me to ground, fell upon me, took 
away my sword and hatt, some of the rest crying " K i l l him! Ki l l him!". But 
others had more commiseration, seeing me a stranger in English habit, and I 
yeelding my selfe into their hands, they brought me into a fayre roome, made 
me a good turfe fyre, and there left me untill the morning, when one of our 
companions, hearing what was happened, visited me, went to Dr. Poliander 
President of the Universitie, who set me att liberty, and invited us to dinner. 

After these terrifying experiences the Daniels returned home, making 
a troublesome 16-day passage from Dordrecht to Plymouth. 

In 1621 Richard Daniel was Mayor of Truro and George Whitmore 
Sheriff of London. In September Alexander went to London, where 

I had a match offered mee, which should have bene worth mee £3000 in hand, 
but my sister could not endure to heare of it; I was lykewyse well affected 
of Sara Martin but it seemes, God had not so ordayned it. 

About three weeks before Christmas he set out for home, only to 
find a crisis following Richard's fall from his horse: 

At Lanceston I understood that my father had broken his leg, whereupon I 
rid away before day and found him lying in a miserable case at a poor man's 
house of St. Wenne, where he continued 3 weeks, and then by the help of 
Mr. Penhallow was brought home on horseback on new years even; but God 
of his mercy restored him agayne to his former strength, though his leg be 
not altogether so right and perfect. 

Next Summer father and son paid another visit to the Low Countries, 
and Alexander visited Bergen-op-Zoom just after its relief from an eleven-
week seige by Spinola, whose tents he saw on fire, and was able to observe 
"the pollicies both of the warre offensive and defensive, a sight well worth 
the seing". 

Returning home, early in 1623 he had another abortive romance, and 
in April described his unhappy domestic situation: 

Upon conference I had privately with my father, he promised to allow £18 
per annum I being at home with him, for my expence and apparell, yet within 
a while after he refused so to doe; at which tyme I requested him, that I 
might have £16 per annum, which he would not condiscend unto neither. 
Gladly would I have lived abroad (by reason of the maliciousness of my 
stepmother towards mee at home) and willingly would my father have sent 
mee, but want of abilitie was the chiefest hindrance. So that to my great greefe 
I was enforced to endure that patiently, which by no meanes I could avoide. 

Life in the Daniel household at Truro must have been barely tolerable, 
but happily a solution was at hand; on 5 May Alexander rode with a 
cousin to Tresilian in Newlyn East where, he records, " I saw Grace Bluet, 
whom I beganne to affect". This fourth and final courtship seems to have 
proceeded smoothly, and certainly Grace was a suitable match for the 
eldest son of one of Cornwall's leading merchants; the Bluets had long 
been one of the chief families of Colan, and Grace's brother Francis was 
to marry Lady Jane Killigrew; their father John had died and Grace was 
living with her uncle, William Smith, at Tresilian. 

Early in 1624 Alexander went to London with his father, who had 
been elected M.P. for Truro, and on returning to Cornwall in May he 
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spent a month living alone at one ot the tamily properties near Bodmin. 
Later in the year negotiations between the families for his marriage to 
Grace were put in hand, and in December he recorded: 

1 rid to Tresilian, with a letter from my father to Mr. Smith, signifying that 
he would bind the Mannor of Penzance for the assuring Grace Bluet £30 
per annum for her jointure, if he would make good her portion £300, where-
uppon, Mr. Smith with mee returned answer by letter, that for 8 score pounds 
he would make good, the rest I saw specialities for. 

The negotiations concluded, and on 30 December 
Grace and I were betrothed first by my father joyning our hands, and 
presently after Parson Thomas Colmer opportunely coming in, confirmed it in 
the prescript words of the booke. 

Three weeks later, on 20 January 1625, he and Grace were married. They 
lived at Tresilian with her uncle, and there on 9 May 1626 their first child 
was born, a son named Richard after his grandfather. The marriage was 
destined to be fruitful, and Tresilian was also the birthplace of Alexander, 
born on 17 June 1627, Jacob on 15 August 1629, and Jaquelina, named 
after her Dutch grandmother, on 24 October 1630. On 16 September 1628 
they lost a son when Grace was "delivered of an abortive . . . after she 
had ridden to Penhale faire". 

This was a bad year in other respects too. In the previous year William 
Smith had retired from farming and gone to live with his nephew Francis 
Bluet; Alexander, wishing no doubt to be master of his own house at last, 
took over the lease of Tresilian, which belonged to a Mrs. Davies of 
Christow in Devon and which he leased from her at an annual rent of 
£53, subject to 18 months notice on either side. Unhappily, his first year's 
farming was disastrous: 

This yeare on Tresilian my wheat much failed, through the excessive rayn 
which fel this last precedent winter, continuing neare a quarter of a yeare 
together, which washed it out of the ground. Also my barley much failed, sowed 
in lay, but cheefly I gesse by being oversowed; for ther were sowed above 
3 bushels in an acre, which made the ears so smal, that in most of them were 
not above 1, 2, or 3 graines in an eare, also it was ful of oates. Besides this 
il successe in corne, the cattell that I fed this first yeer of my husbandry, 
would hardly amount unto the price, being full fatt, which they cost me, being 
leane. God send me better successe hereafter. 

As if this was not enough, he had mother-in-law trouble as well. Mrs. 
Elizabeth Bluet became discontented at living with her son Francis, and 
came to Tresilian, promising to pay £5 a year for her diet. After nine 
months, having paid £1 only, she left "being sent for againe by her sonne, 
who before had willed her to be gonne from him". 

After he left home to marry, Alexander's relationship with his father 
remained uneasy, and he records several disagreements and misunder
standings on financial matters. Richard Daniel's years of foreign trade had 
brought him greater wealth than any of his brothers, which he had invested 
in landed property in Cornwall, buying property in and around Truro and 
also the Manors of St. Germans, Bodmin and Alverton, which he bought 
in 1614 from his stepson-in-law George Whitmore,6 who had himself bought 
Alverton and Bodmin from King James I in 1611. However, Richard had 
seven children by his second marriage, and 

being wholy retyred from all trade and depending solely on his rents, he living 
at a higher rate and carrying a more liberall heart than his revenue would 
maintaine, his estate towards his later end did greatly lessen and decay. 

6 R I C Henderson Calendar X I I 5. 
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He also lost £1100 which he lent to his brother Jenkin who, according to 
Alexander, "dyed more in debt than worth, and salved other men, leaving 
my father in the lurch". In 1628 Richard was again chosen M.P. for Truro, 
but on 11 February 1630 he died at the age of 68, Alexander recording 
the event thus: 

It pleased Almighty God to take my father out of this mortall lyfe, without 
setling of his estate, or making any will, and without any great forewarning 
of sicknesse (death's ordinary harbinger). Onely the same evening he said he 
was not well . . . and so lying downe within a while after fetched a heavy 
sigh, or two, and therewith gave up the ghost, departing as still as a lamb 
without any stryving at all. 

Thus at the age of 30 Alexander Daniel became head of his family, but 
with a very reduced inheritance, his father having sold, not long before 
his death, the greater part of his property in Kenwyn, St. Germans and 
Bodmin. Sadly but inevitably, disputes arose between Alexander and his 
stepmother Margaret over her dower rights and other aspects of the estate, 
but these were eventually settled by the mediation of the Whitmores. 

In October of the same year, 1630, Alexander had a very disagreeable 
surprise when he received from his Landlord, Mrs. Da vies, 18 months 
notice to quit Tresilian, under the terms of his lease, she having been 
offered a higher rent by "one Enedor Gully envying at my prosperity". All 
attempts to persuade her to change her mind proved useless, the last such, 
i n September 1631, being recorded thus: 

Brother Colan Bluet and I began our journy for Christow, where we came and 
the same night, the Widdow Davies (with whom we came to confer) departed 
this lyfe . . . Her overseer promised me fayre, but performed nothing. This 
journey was unfortunate to me, for besides my labour and expences lost, I 
lost a pyed mare, bigg with colt, which dyde at Lanceston . . . than this beast 
I had never before had a better. 

There was no alternative but to leave, and on 23 March 1632 Alexander 
and Grace Daniel and their family left Tresilian, and on the following day 
arrived at Penzance, of which town Alexander by his manor of Alverton 
was lord and where he was to live for the rest of his life. Despite his 
unlucky start in farming, during his four years as lessee of Tresilian his 
personal estate had risen from £285 to £350, he had sold the remainder 
of his father's property at Bodmin for £200, and he thus moved to his new 
home worth in money, debts ("God make them all good") and farm stock 
a total of £550 ("the Lord increase it at his good pleasure"). 

Alverton had originally been one of the wealthiest manors in Penwith, 
including not only Penzance but also most of the country between there 
and Land's End. However, the extent and value of the manor had been 
much reduced by sales by its successive lords. In 1560 the Earl of Rutland 
had sold most of the properties in and around Penzance; the manor mill 
at Tolcarne in Newlyn had somehow passed from the lord to the Godolphins 
of Trewarveneth; and in 1615 Richard Daniel had sold the quay and 
market place of Penzance, together with all his rights in the harbour, 
markets and fairs, to the newly-established Corporation, for £34 down and 
a perpetual annuity of £1.7 During the seven years from 1630 to 1636 
Alexander Daniel received only an average of £34 annually from the manor, 
less than half the lord's receipts three centuries before.8 On arrival in 
Penzance he had to pay £61 to obtain possession from a tenant of the 
demesne land at Larigan, where he farmed and eventually went to live. 
~* P. A. S. Pool, History of Penzance (1974) 33, 220. 
8 lb. 210. 
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There was no manor house, following generations of absentee lords, and 
for seven years Alexander and his family lived in three successively rented 
houses in Penzance, until eventually in 1639 they moved into the new 
house he built at Larigan, pleasantly situated on rising ground west of the 
town, not far from the sea and just outside the borough boundary. 

The relation between Alexander Daniel and the Corporation of 
Penzance was unhappy, and indeed probably never recovered from a 
shatteringly bad start when he had the Mayor arrested three days after his 
arrival in the town. The scope for conflict was wide between, on the one 
hand, a Corporation which had received its charter as recently as 1614 
and was determined to free the town from the remaining fetters of feudalism, 
viewing with suspicion the novel prospect of a resident lord of the manor; 
and on the other, an inexperienced landowner who resented the loss from 
his manor of valuable properties and rights sold by his father and others, 
and who was equally determined to protect the remaining assets of his 
diminished lordship. Sadly, he was no match for the leader of the Corpora
tion, the formidable Alderman Roger Polkinghorne, who had been an old 
adversary of his father. 

The most important contest between town and manor was no direct 
concern of Alexander; it was waged between the corporation and the 
Godolphins and their successors, the Nicholls family of Trereife, as owners 
of the mill at Tolcarne, who claimed the right to compel all inhabitants 
within the manor to grind corn there. This dispute had already lasted for 
some years when Alexander Daniel came to Penzance, and, incredibly, 
the lawsuit continued intermittently for about 90 years, being finally decided 
in 1714 in favour of the mill-owner, the great-grandson of the original 
plaintiff.9 

Alexander Daniel's first lawsuit at Penzance, the one which led to 
the untimely arrest of the Mayor in 1632, concerned the right of wreck. 
Some cordage and a mast came ashore on Alexander's land and was taken 
by the Mayor, Nicholas Maddren; Alexander issued a writ claiming it as 
Lord of the manor, and Maddren surrendered it to him just before the 
case was due to be heard at Assizes. But in 1635 Alexander received a 
summons from the Admiralty, instigated by Roger Polkinghorne, calling 
on him to justify his claim to right of wreck, and on the advice of friends 
he reluctantly relinquished it. Ironically, it rightfully belonged neither to 
him, nor to the Admiralty, nor to the Corporation of Penzance, but to the 
Arundells of Lanherne as Lords of the Hundred of Penwith. 

In 1635 Alexander Daniel commenced a lawsuit against Roger Polking
horne and three other leading townsmen, William Maddren, John Game 
and Robert Luke, concerning an area of land called the Greens, sandhills 
occupying the site of the modern promenade and the land behind it. Much 
of the area was used for drying nets and preserving fish, other parts for 
grazing cattle, and Alexander claimed to own it as lord of the manor, 
alleging that the defendants had wrongly claimed it, allowed his fish cellars 
to fall into decay, defaced his boundaries, and detained his deeds. The case 
was very complex and lasted for a full two years; Alexander was assisted 
by the destruction by accident (or, as he saw it, by Divine Providence) of 
a document which supported his opponents' case: 

It pleased God, that a dogge catched the said deed from the table where it 
lay, and ate and tore it in pieces; while they caroused, and rejoiced in their 
mischievos purpose. 

9 lb. 35, 66, 240 (judgment abstracted). 
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In June 1637 he "had a decree in the Court of Requests against my unjust 
proud malicious enemies of Penzance", whereby he recovered much of 
the property he had claimed, and a little later he had the satisfaction of 
getting Polkinghorne committed to the Fleet Prison for contempt of court. 
However, the Alderman had a friend in a high place, the Earl of Manchester 
the Lord Privy Seal, and soon secured his release; "for to bring it wherto", 
commented Alexander, "he swore strangely (God remitt it)".1 0 

Once settled at Penzance, Alexander Daniel disposed of most of his 
property elsewhere; in 1634 he sold for £80 his wife's reversion in Reskeif 
in St. Allen, and in the next year he received from his cousin, Justus 
Collimore, £157 for his share in the estate of his Dutch grandmother, who 
had died in 1626 at the age of 96. This reluctant sale of an inheritance 
which he had thought worth more than £1000 virtually ended his con
nection with his native country, although he continued to take interest 
in the long struggle of the Dutch against Spain, as in 1639 when he recorded 
that 

the States of Holland and Zeeland had a memorable sea victory over the 
Spaniards, who came with 67 great galleons and other ships but were most 
sunke, burnt or wrackt, this victory was not inferior to that of England in 1588. 

The proceeds of his sales were invested in properties in and around 
Penzance; he leased land at Tredavoe in Paul and at Rosemoddress in St. 
Buryan, and bought and equipped a pilchard bulking-house, cellar and 
loft at Penzance; his main acquisition was a 99 year lease on lives of a 
property in Penzance called Plosyeer, for which he paid £160 in 1633 to 
the Attorney-General, William Noye of St. Buryan, and which he secured 
despite the hostile influence of Roger Polkinghorne and, needless to say, 
"as it seemed reserved for me by the providence of the Almightie". 

His estate being small and his family increasing, he did not consider 
it beneath his dignity to seek employment; on 18 January 1633 he wrote 
to George Whitmore, who had served as Lord Mayor of London and 
attained knighthood, requesting his support in seeking the position of 
agent or factor for some London merchants who, it was reported, proposed 
to "incorporate or precontract unto themselves the pilchard trade". He 
stated: 

I would endeavour (God willing) to discharge my selfe honestly, and I may 
stand them in as much stead as any other in this bay, having above twenty 
houses or cellars wherein they bulke their fish and keep their salt upon my 
land . . . besydes convenient places for building of more. 

Nothing seems to have come of this project, and Alexander appears to have 
been generally unlucky in his business ventures. He traded at times quite 
extensively in timber and pilchards, to supplement his income from farming 
and rents, but his cash accounts show a deficit for each of the 16 years 
following his arrival in Penzance, and by 1648 the accumulated deficit had 
reached £707, and he was £222 in debt, though all borrowings were later 
repaid. 

When they came to Penzance in 1632 Alexander and Grace Daniel 
already had three sons and one daughter; their baby son Jacob died on 
16 November in that year, but on the following 10 January was born a 
son Eliasaph, followed by John on 7 September 1634, Jehosaphat on 12 
April 1636 (who lived only until 13 September 1646), George on 1 August 
1637, and lastly on 27 March 1642 a second daughter, Mary, the only 
member of the family to be born at Larigan. 
10 lb. 37, 223 (petition and reply abstracted). 
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In his early forties, with his house built and his family complete. 
Alexander Daniel might reasonably have anticipated a peaceful and happy, 
if not prosperous, middle age. In fact his expectations, like those of 
thousands of his countrymen, were confounded by the outbreak of the 
Civil War, which brought him much anxiety, and on one occasion, real 
danger. He recorded the long series of fiscal and constitutional disputes 
between King and Parliament that led to the outbreak of war in 1643, but 
himself played no part in these, never seeking to emulate his father's 
service in Parliament. In 1641 he visited London to testify to Parliament 
concerning a dispute involving his brother-in-law Francis Bluet, but, not 
surprisingly, "greater business of publique consequence took up both 
Houses, and private causes could not be heard". Virtually his only con
nection with these great national issues was as a tax-payer; in the three 
years 1634-5-6 he paid a total of £6.5s.2d. Ship Money, and in 1641 came 
the poll tax, whereby those assessed by rank or income paid between Is. 
and £20 and all others paid 6d. per head (or poll); Alexander recorded 
that, his estate being valued at £50 per annum clear, he paid 40s., and for 
six polls above 16 years of age then in his house, 3s. In the same year 
he was rated at £3 in lands to the subsidies granted by Parliament, being 
one of the three chief landowners in Madron, and his status in the parish 
is shown by his being the first to sign the Protestation Return.11 

It would not have been surprising, in view of Alexander Daniel's 
Puritan inclinations as revealed by his writings, had he supported the 
Parliament when war broke out; in fact he opted for the King, possibly 
owing to the influence of his brother-in-law, the fervently Royalist Sir 
George Whitmore. His account of the battle of Stratton in May 1643 shows 
full commitment to the King's cause, and also a surprising element of 
Cornish Nationalistic sentiment: 

16 May was the Battel at Stratton between the Devonians whose cheefe was 
the Earle of Stanford, and our Cornish, who then had for cheefe Sir Ralph 
Hopton; wher God gave a wonderful victorie to our Cornish who stood for the 
King, and Lord Stanford's army being double as many as ours, and had 
plenty of al things, save God's assistance and constant couragious hearts. 

It is very unlikely that Alexander was present at the battle, but it appears 
from his correspondence that he did serve for a time, with his eldest son 
Richard, in the Royalist forces before Plymouth, which they beseiged in 
vain for the greater part of the war. In May 1644, a year after Stratton, 
his enthusiasm for the King somewhat waned when the Sheriff of Cornwall, 
Sir Francis Basset, compelled him by menaces to pay £30 to the Royal 
coffers: 

With much difficultie 1 made up this summe, borrowing £20 on securitie, put 
in a peece of plate att £5 and borrowed 40s. more to make up the summe. 
This was don to save me from imprisonment, and to save the taking away 
of my goods. 

With the surrender of Pendennis Castle in August 1646 the Civil War 
in Cornwall seemed to be over. The Parliamentarians took over the 
administration of the County, and their leaders in the west, John St. Aubyn 
of Clowance and Francis Godolphin of Treveneage, forced Alexander Daniel 
to demonstrate his support for the new regime by riding the Country with 
their sequestration agents. When, 16 years later, he was threatened with 
prosecution because of this episode, he claimed to have "disliked and 
abhorred the employment, and deserted it utterly", recalling that: 

For that 14 days that I rid with the soldiers when they fetched me from my 

11 The Cornwall Protestation Returns, 1641 (ed. T. L . Stoate, 1974) 48. 
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home, I did it to save myself from sequestration, which I was threatened with, 
if I had refused, but then I preserved every man's goods to my utmost power, 
and left all in their own custody and under their own locks, only took notes 
of what it was, and the owners gave me thanks for my civility, and were 
glad I was there else the soldiers might have been rude, and 1 did not suffer 
them to embezzle any thing, 
(to his son Richard, 23 July 1662).12 

It was hardly surprising that by this time he was distrusted by both sides, 
but his social position made it impossible for him to remain aloof from 
the political tensions of these acutely difficult years, and in May 1648 
worse was to follow. The Royalists of Penwith rose, seized Penzance and 
plundered the property of Parliamentary supporters there; Alexander was 
confined to his house by order of one of the Royalist leaders, Major Robert 
Colman, who promised that he would not be harmed, though his musket 
and birding gun were taken away. A few days later, on 22 May, Whit 
Monday, the Parliamentarians attacked the town and routed the Royalists, 
the property of whose supporters they plundered in turn.13 About two hours 
after the battle, as Alexander imprudently made his way from Larigan 
towards Penzance with the intention (as he said) of saluting the Parliamen
tary captains, he had a very alarming experience: 

Two bloudy souldiers met mee, and one of them held up his musket to knock 
me on the head, but the Lord stopped his hand. They took away all the money 
1 had about mee, and a grey mare out of the stable, furnished, which I was 
forced to buy again att £3. All glory be to God Aeternal for this my 
deliverance from sudden death. 

Parliamentary rule was soon re-established, but Alexander continued 
to find circumstances difficult, and in 1650 he left Larigan for a time and 
lived with his son-in-law William Paynter at Prospidnick in Sithney. The 
reason for this he recorded as persecution by one whose initials were G.V.; 
this may have been George Veale of Gulval, who died in 1672 and who 
leased Luthergwearne in Madron from the Manor of Alverton. There are 
no further references to political matters in the autobiography, except for 
a note of the death of Cromwell in 1658; most surprisingly, neither the 
execution of Charles I in 1649 nor the Restoration of Charles I I in 1660 
was noted. 

The latter part of the autobiography records more about Alexander 
Daniel's children than about himself. Of his five sons who survived child
hood, Richard the eldest was destined to be his father's greatest trial. In 
1643, at the outbreak of the Civil War, he entered the service of the Sheriff, 
Sir Francis Basset, and was away for four years; his actions during this time 
are not fully recorded, although he spent much of it at sea and visited 
Bilbao, Rochelle and Rotterdam. On 6 April 1649 he married Elizabeth 
Dalley, only daughter and heiress of Thomas Dalley, of London, whose 
widow Isabell had remarried Ralph Durant, brother to Thomas Durant of 
Bodmin. Elizabeth's portion consisted of £700 and two houses in Lombard 
Street. Alexander settled on Richard all his estate in land, except Larigan 
and some courtlages and a great cellar in Penzance, in return for payment 
of £300 spread over three years; this was a normal step for a father to 
take on marriage of his eldest son, but one which Alexander was after
wards bitterly to regret, although at first all seemed well and Richard 
left the management of the properties in his father's hands. Richard's wife 
Elizabeth died in 1654 and he subsequently married Margaret Chamberlain, 
who died in 1663; from the two marriages he had two sons and four 
1 2 Extracts printed from Daniel's letters are from the second Bodilly MS, as copied 

by Millett (note 2) or Boase (note 18). 
13 Pool, op.cit. 46. 
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daughters. He settled at Edmonton near London, and after a month's visit 
to Larigan with his first wife in 1652 he seems to have taken little interest 
either in his properties in Cornwall or in his parents, with whom his 
relations steadily deteriorated. 

Alexander, the second son, joined Richard in some of his youthful 
voyages, and decided on a maritime career. In 1654 he sailed with his 
younger brother Eliasaph to the West Indies, and subsequently they both 
voyaged to the East Indies. Alexander never returned, dying on 31 October 
1658 at Huglioe on the River Ganges, where he had gone to trade. Eliasaph 
had in 1650 been bound an apprentice in the art of navigation to Thomas 
Woodfin of Limehouse, to whom his father paid £15, though Eliasaph 
himself was apparently sent into the world with a birthright consisting of 
two hogsheads of pilchards. In 1652 he was pressed into the Common
wealth Navy, and later sailed with his brother Alexander, being with him 
when he died. In 1661 he returned home to Larigan after four years 
absence, only to be threatened with imprisonment for debt at the suit of 
Christopher Willoughby, a London merchant who had lent £50 to young 
Alexander in India on the security of a bond given by Eliasaph, which he 
could not meet. The elder Alexander on 15 April 1662 wrote a pleading 
letter to Willoughby: — 

What good will it do you to crush a poor unhappy young man who (by God's 
immediate providence) hath been preserved of many deaths and perpetual 
slavery, and by the oppression and violence of an unjust Captain (who now 
by God's just judgment suffers for it) deprived of his brother's estate? . . . 
And for myself, Sir, I have but a small pittance left to keep me and my old 
woman alive, and I am indebted also, my son Richard having the greatest 
part of my estate in his present possession, which makes me and my poor 
wife and young children to fare the harder. 

Somehow Eliasaph was preserved from a debtor's prison, and on 7 December 
1665 he married Jane, daughter of John Penrose of Madron. Alexander 
described her as "a gentlewoman of an ancient family", and hoped that 
she would prove "a mild and religious woman"; she bore to Eliasaph a 
son (who died a baby) and two daughters. 

John, the fourth surviving son, had a short and uneventful life. In 1651 
he was apprenticed for two years to a joiner in Helston, and on 19 August 
1661 he died at Larigan, his father commenting, " I thank God he lived 
inoffensively, and died peaceably, patiently and quietly". 

George, the youngest son, went to London in 1656, sent for by his 
brother Richard, and returned home three years later having learned the 
ball trade. Subsequently he spent a further period in London, but returned 
home finally in 1667. He had a wife called Elizabeth, of whom no further 
details have been found. 

Jaquelina, Alexander's Daniel's elder daughter, married on 17 Novem
ber 1649 William Paynter, son and heir of Richard and Honor Paynter of 
Sithney, by whom she had a son and three daughters. Alexander gave her 
a portion of £150 on marriage, to which his son Richard promised to add 
a further £50. Her sister Mary married, on 9 July 1661, John Treveathan 
of Penzance, by whom she had three sons; the marriage was stated to be 
against her parents' liking, and there is no mention of any portion. 

After 1661 the autobiography ceases (except for "wonderful preserva
tions"), but enough of Alexander Daniel's correspondence has been pre
served to show that the troubles which had beset him for much of his life 
continued in his last years. Most of the letters which survive were written 
to his son Richard, but he also corresponded regularly with his nephew 
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William Whitmore, the son of his sister Marie who had died in 1657, three 
years after her husband. The letters written in 1661 and the following years 
show a constant succession of worries and problems: there was a lawsuit 
by Walter Finny about a courtlage in Penzance sold to him some years 
before; the claim against Eliasaph by Willoughby; an attempt by the local 
Royalists, fired by Restoration zeal and contrary to Charles IPs Act of 
Indemnity, to penalise Alexander for his reluctant tour with the Parlia
mentary sequestrators years before; there were financial worries and, above 
all, the constant anxiety and irritation resulting from Richard's property 
dealings. For some time he had been selling off portions of the Manor of 
Alverton piecemeal as opportunity offered, taking little notice of the pro
tests of his father, who thought that he and his younger sons should be 
given a prior opportunity of buying the property back to keep it in the 
family. Alexander was in the unhappy position of seeing his inheritance, 
which he had so unwisely passed to his son, squandered away and lost to 
the family. He was powerless to prevent this, and the process culminated 
in 1664 when Richard sold the Lordship and remaining properties of 
Alverton to William Keigwin for £250.14 Alexander's protests to his son 
make sad reading: 

If you will obstinately and wilfully give your land to strangers at half value, 
and something less (as you have done formerly), I cannot help it, but any 
indifferent man cannot but judge it to be a grief to a father. (31 March 1663). 

and again: 
You have sold several parcels to strangers, but your poor pere (from whom 
you had it) he must have nothing, no though he offer ready money and your 
own rate; 'tis strange my own son should use his father so. (27 June 1663) 

In this year Penzance became a Coinage Town, and soon afterwards 
Alexander again wrote to Richard, urging him to protect the family pro
perty against further depredations from the old enemy: 

Penzance men are about to build a coinage hall upon your wastrell of the 
street below their Market House, which doth rightfully belong unto you, as 
Lord of the Manor, and they have no right unto it but by oppression and 
incroaching. (5 January 1664) 

In fact the site of the new coinage hall was part of the property sold by 
Richard's grandfather to the Corporation fifty years before. 

In 1665 Richard, who was contemplating a third marriage and also 
entry into the Church, unwisely hinted to his father that he had not had 
the happiness of assistance from his family for the settlement of himself 
and his children; this provoked a paternal tirade dated 21 June 1665, 
which seems entirely justified: 

How false an aspersion it is on me, let the Lord be judge! Did I not settle 
on you and your heirs your grandfather's dwellinghouse at Truro which 
himself erected, as also the Manor of Alverton and Penzance? . . . How 
contrary all along have your actions been to your professions, what fair 
promises I had from you in the beginning, and what deep protestations that 
you would not dispose of things without my consent, and how false you have 
been in your performances, your own hand shall witness against you in the 
presence of Almighty God. . . . It doth much grieve both your mother and 
myself and is a wonder to all that know and hear of it, that you, of whom 
I had such hopes, and expected continual helps, should deal so unkindly and 
unnaturally with us. Esau sold his birthright for a mess of pottage, but it was 
to his brother; you have sold yours for undervalues to strangers, that nor 
father nor brothers should have it. Is this well done? But now seeing it hath 
pleased God to move you to take upon you the Ministry, you shall have all 

it R I C Henderson Calendar X I I 5. 
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the help I can give you, and if my Divinity Commonplace Book can do you 
any help and furtherance to it, you shall have it. Now you have put off your 
earthly inheritance, you may make an happy exchange for an heavenly; for 
all thy unkindness I wish thy soul's good. 

Alexander Daniel spent much time writing religious poems, described 
by him as "my chief recreation at leisure hours, and the fruits of my 
nocturnal wakings". He left a large collection of such pieces, the following 
examples being typical: 

Grant us in all our Tribulation 
Good God, thy Holy Spirit's consolation! 
Lord! take from us thy sore corrections, 
Deliver us from great afflictions! 
In all our needs protect us with thy might: 
That of thy comforts wee may have cleer sight: 
That when ye divell, or man doe us assaile 
They gainst thy servants never may prevaile. 

Lord looke upon the greefe and woe 
Which 1 do daily undergoe! 
And seeing, Lord, some pitty take 
On mee for thy son Jesus sake! 
Deliver me from enemies 
From shame, and from false infamies, 
That I in all aeternitie 
May Haleluiahs sing to Thee. 

Lord God of Hosts, cease these intestine wars 
And free this Island from domestick jars! 
Our sinns have drawn thy judgments on us, wee 
Suffer this plague for our iniquitie. 
Lord, deal not with us in extremitie 
But now at length pitty our miserie! 
Withdraw thy heavy hand of punishment! 
Lord, heare the prayers of the penitent! 

Occasionally he wrote on a more secular theme, showing gentle humour 
and drawing an inevitable moral: 

To Margaret Paynter, with it sending her a White Mole 
With men forsaken better things are scant 
Wherefore accept sweet cuss this white soft want. 
It is a better token than a worse 
And well prepared may serve to make a purse. 
Young ladies love things smooth and white; so you 
(I gess) love such, as well as others doe. 
Neither is it the least of maidens care 
To get such things as seld are seen, and rare. 
Wherfore the rather I present you this, 
Because a white mole not so common is. 
Now herewith cussen take my weak advice, 
Be wary in your choice, yet not too nice. 
For honest men as rare are to be found 
Above ground, as a white mole under ground. 
And is, observe, your virgins state the best 
Of all your life time and the happiest. 

On a more practical level, from 1658 to 1666 he adventured in a tin 
work on his property at Larigan, but the amount of tin produced and the 
financial return were small. 

As well as his family and financial misfortunes, Alexander Daniel 
seems to have been accident-prone. In the last twenty years of his life he 
recorded falling off his horse no less than eight times; also "wonderful 
preservations" from the bite of an adder, from a slide of his foot, from 
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hitting his shin with an axe, and from injuring his eye once with a falling 
apple and, later, with the blow of a twig. If all this was indeed the Lord's 
doing, one feels that the Lord was rather overworked. But in July 1666 
Alexander had a serious illness: 

I was taken with three painful infirmities at once, extream scouring, vomiting, 
and a whole night with violent pulls of the cramp, but over two or three days 
they slaked and after many faint pulls the Lord in mercy restored mee to 
some competencie of health. 

He recovered sufficiently to resume his correspondence, writing to William 
Whitmore about the discovery of a mineral spring at Trewoof in St. Buryan, 
the water from which had cured Mrs. Ann Levelis of "a great and 
dangerous wart, like to come to a loathsome ulcer, upon one of her 
cheeks", and telling him of an old copy-book of verses written by his 
grandmother, Alexander's mother Jaquelina, when learning French. 

Unlike his father, Alexander had some warning of his approaching 
end, and on 6 December 1667 he made his Will; his wife Grace was left 
the income of all his estate for her life, subject to which his landed property 
at Larigan and Penzance was bequeathed to his second son Eliasaph, 
except for three fields at Larigan and some premises at Penzance bequeathed 
to his youngest son George. There was provision for his daughter Mary 
Treveathan, but none for Jaquelina Paynter, perhaps because of the portion 
given on her marriage. His eldest son Richard received only a manuscript 
of his grandfather's, and all Alexander's books in foreign languages. 
Alexander gave £1 to the poor of Madron, 30s. to each of his grandchildren, 
and 10s. to his servant John Bodennar. Indeed he had not much to leave; 
the Probate Inventory preserved with his Will shows a personal estate of 
£74.14s., consisting only of farm stock and crops and household furniture.15 

Alexander Daniel died on 12 April 1668, aged 68, Eliasaph recording 
that "It pleased Almighty God to take away my dear father to cipe [keep] 
an eternale Sabath in Heaven", and was buried at Madron two days later. 
His tomb was inscribed: 

Belgia me Birth, Britain me Breeding gave, 
Cornwall a Wife, ten Children, and a Graved6 

His widow Grace died on 8 February 1678. Their eldest son Richard lived 
to a great age, being mentioned in his brother George's will as still alive 
in 1710, in poor circumstances and maintained by his relatives. Eliasaph 
died on 15 January 1698 leaving no son, and the greater part of Larigan 
then passed to the Ley family of Penzance, his daughter Jane having 
married George Ley in 1691. Their grandson Daniel Ley married Alice 
Bodilly in 1781,17 and after her death without issue in 1831 the property 
was sold to J . J . A. Boase, the Daniel Manuscripts passing to her own 
family.18 George Daniel, Alexander's youngest son, was buried at Madron 
on 4 May 1716 and, being childless, left his property at Larigan and 

15 C R O Will 6 December 1667, Codicil 1 January 1668, Inventory 1 June 1668. 
16 This epitaph was composed by Alexander himself, and seems based on the Virgilian 

Mantua me genuit, Calabri rapuere, tenet nunc Parthenope: cecini pascua, rura, 
duces. 

17 C. W., G . C. and F . Boase, The Family of Boase (1893) 88. 
18 In 1826 Sir N. H. Nicholas published extracts from Daniel's 'Chronological 

Observations' (Gent. Mag. I 130); in 1845 J. J. A. Boase contributed extracts from 
his letters to J. S. Courtney's Guide to Penzance (App. 75); and in 1868-9 G. C. 
Boase wrote on the Daniel family in One and AIT. but the main autobiography was 
apparently unknown until lent by Ralph Bodilly to G . B. Millett in 1876. 
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Penzance to endow a free school at Madron for poor children of Madron, 
Penzance and Morvah.19 This school is still known as the Daniel School, 
and thus, and from the name Daniel Place borne by a small street just 
behind Penzance Promenade, built on part of the disputed Greens, the 
Daniel family are still remembered where once they were Lords of the 
Manor. The Truro branch of the family, descended from Alexander's uncle 
Jenkin, attained wealth and distinction in the latter part of the 18th century, 
building a great town house and for a while owning Trelissick. 

In conclusion, a few words are due on the character of Alexander 
Daniel, whom we have followed from birth in Middleburg to a grave in 
Madron. Some of his failings may perhaps be attributed to his unsettled 
and insecure childhood, losing his mother when a baby and then being 
cared for successively by an incompetent serving-woman, his grandmother, 
and an unloved stepmother, before he was sent to join the household of 
an uncle in a strange country. Throughout his life he was an unlucky 
man, always seeming to meet any trouble that was around—and he lived 
in troubled times. He possessed neither the business ability needed to follow 
his father's career as a merchant, nor the wealth needed to maintain him
self adequately as a landed gentleman. His unhappy relationships with his 
father, his stepmother, his eldest son, and the Corporation of Penzance, 
show that he was either very unlucky, or else rather difficult to get on 
with; and yet his marriage seems to have been happy, and his relation 
with his younger children satisfactory. His piety, though at times rather 
overwhelming, seems to have been entirely genuine. However disappointing 
life may have seemed to him, his record of his own life is well worthy of 
study, and we are indebted to him for many valuable glimpses of 17th 
century Cornwall; we may imagine him still, in his son's words, keeping 
an eternal Sabbath in Heaven. 

'9 Will of George Daniel, 10 July 1710. See also Report to the Board of Education 
on Cornwall Endowed Charities (Elementary Education) 1907 22. 


