
Af te r many enquiries as for w h a t purpose the complete 
building was used, it seems most likely to have been a " d r y " or 
changing house for the miners coming to and f rom their work . 
Whether the existing shed was part of the who le building or 
separated by a dividing wa l l , as it is n o w , is not certain. If it was so 
divided of f it could wel l have been the carpenter 's shop. The 
nearby Count House has been a dwel l ing since about 1926 and is 
quite wel l preserved. 

It is surprising that of the many local families w h o must have 
had menfo lk employed at New Chiverton, so f ew people can recall 
being to ld anyth ing of t h e m , or even their names. The exceptions 
are: Wi l l iam Richards, w h o must have been one of the last men to 
drive the engine at Calley, as he was over eighty when he died in 
1902. W . H . Tremewan was employed as a blacksmith about the 
same t ime. Wi l l iam Jewel l , the mine carpenter, was killed at work 
in 1878, and Wi l l iam Tamb lyn , the pump man, was also killed 
there. 

A long the pathway and across the little meadows by the 
st ream, w i ld f lowers pattern the g round . In spring there are violets, 
s t i t chwor t , periwinkles, celandines and primroses; fo l lowed by the 
richer g rowth of summer, w i t h yel low iris, hemp agr imony, 
f leabane, red campion and meadowsweet . Butterfl ies too ; 
Peacock, br imstone and tortoise-shell enjoy the warm seclusion of 
the blackthorn and gorse. 

Some barn owls live high up in the fr iendly shelter of the old 
engine house. Perhaps they are the ghosts wh ich f ly by night, so 
that only the brave wil l dare to walk after dark th rough Calley 
Lane. 

ALICE C. BIZLEY 

References: 

1. H.G. Dines, The Metalliferous Mining Region S.W. England. 
2. Thomas Spargo. The Mines of Cornwall. 
3. Williams. Cornwall & Devon Mining Directory. 

A SMUGGLER'S WILL 
by P.A.S. POOL, F.S.A. 

Shor t ly before his death Mr . E. M . Cunnack of Helston 
presented to the County Record Off ice a col lect ion of documents 
relating to the Carter fami ly of Breage, including the wil l of Captain 
Harry Carter the smuggler (1749-1829), younger brother of J o h n 
Carter whose nickname ' the King of Prussia' gave to Porthleah the 
name 'Prussia Cove' w h i c h it still bears. 
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More is k n o w n of the life of Harry Carter than of any other 
Cornish smuggler, since his autobiography (wr i t ten in 1809 and 
concerned as much w i th his spiritual life as w i th his adventures) 
was published in 1894 (77?e Autobiography of a Cornish Smuggler, 
edited by J . B. Cornish) and ampli f ied in 1968 (Captain Harry 
Carter, Smuggler, by Frank Pollard, JRIC no. 105 p.324). The 
existence of the wi l l , made nearly three years before Carter's death 
on 19 Apri l 1829, has not previously been noted. 

The language of the wi l l is normal for its t ime, and its interest 
lies in the fact that Carter left all his property to James MacCul loch, 
a merchant w h o had befr iended and helped him when they were 
interned in Bri t tany between 1793 and 1795. It seems f rom the wil l 
that MacCul loch had again given help when Carter got into 
financial diff icult ies in his later years. 

TEXT OF W I L L 

In the name of God A m e n . I Henry Carter of Rinsey in the Parish of 
Breage and County of Cornwal l , being in health of body and of 
sound and disposing m ind , memory and understanding, but 
considering the uncertainty of life do make this my last Wi l l and 
Testament in manner and fo rm fo l lowing: That is to say Whereas 
James MacCul loch Senior of the Island Guernsey, w i th an 
intent ion of procur ing me bread has for several years past lent me 
sundry sums of money w i t h o u t interest thereon; and being afraid 
that my effects at the t ime of my decease may not be suff icient to 
indemnify h im, and to avoid their being disipated. I give and 
bequeath unto the said James MacCul loch for the af fect ion I bear 
unto him after paying my lawful debts all my Effects whether in 
Goods, Chattels, Money , Plate, Jewel ls, Leasehold estates or 
effects of any denominat ion whatsoever, and I do hereby nominate 
and appoint the said James MacCul loch Executor of this my last 
Wil l and Testament hereby revoking all former Wi l l and Wil ls by me 
heretofore made. In Wi tness whereof I have hereunto set my hand 
and seal this th i r teenth day of Ju ly and in the Year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and twen ty six. 

Signed sealed published and declared by the 
above named Henry Carter the Testator as 
and for his last Wi l l and Testament in the Henry Carter 
presence of us w h o have hereun to (seal) 
subscribed our names as Witnesses thereto 
at his request and in his presence and in the 
presence of each other 

George Carter 
Thos. Mitchel l Junr . 

427 


